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President's Ponderings 

 

- Much thanks to those of you who responded to our 

survey.  If you have not done so, please do.  I am very 

interested in your suggestions/comments. 

- Contact Bob Spragg, Fred Adams, or Elizabeth 

Kramarck, our Nominating Committee members, if you 

are interested or know someone interested in running for 

an office.  Elections will be held at our December 

meeting. 

- Be sure to read under Legislative Report in this 

newsletter the latest information on the OPM Data 

Breach.  OPM has selected a contractor and will be 

contacting those affected shortly.                       

 

 

03 SEP 2015 
The meeting was called to order by President Phyllis 

Meyers at 12:05pm with 22 members and guests in 

attendance.  The Invocation was given by Chaplain Jean 

Miller.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President 

Phyllis Meyers. 

 

Rita Flynn announced the following birthdays: Angela 

Pizzi, Angela Stanton, Alice Potter, Rita Klepner, Walter 

Norbet, and John Putnam.  She also reported the 

following anniversaries: Ralph & Ruth Johnson, Dan & 

Rita Flynn, and Denise & Richard Erbal.   

Congratulations to you all. 

We sincerely apologize if we missed anyone.  Please 

contact Rita Flynn at 335-3824 with your special dates !! 

 

Guest Speaker:  Dover Mayor Robin Christainsen.  He 

was very friendly and informative and discussed that he 

sees Dover as a tale of 2 cities.  He briefly discussed the 

police-involved shooting that took place Friday, August 

28.  He spoke about the revitalization of the downtown 

area and that citizen safety was the number 1 priority.  

To that end, he spoke about a Heroin Plan that is in 

effect to try and rid Dover of the ongoing (state-wide) 

Heroin Epidemic.  Dover now has 2 street crimes units, 

but they are fighting an uphill battle with the drugs and 

the gangs (4 different gangs in Dover).  On a brighter 

note, he is forming a committee and is looking for 

volunteers to plan and organize Dover's 300th 

Anniversary Celebration to take place in 2017.  The city 

is also looking for new businesses. He told us about 350 

new jobs at the Playtex plant (they moved their Montreal 

operations to Dover) and that DAFB is enlarging and 

they hope for additional jobs there.  New fast food 

places coming to Dover include a new Mexican 

restaurant, the Panda Express, Jersey Mike’s, and Five 

Pies.  An Outback Steak is also coming.  There will be 

several stores occupying the old Wal-Mart space 

including 5 Below and Ulta.  A new bowling alley will 

be going into the old AirBase Carpets building and they 

are negotiating for 2 stores to occupy the old Kmart 

building.  He is also meeting with Shop Rite about 

opening a store in Dover.  He could not tell us yet 

(confidentially agreement) about what will be coming to 

the old Berry Van Lines space on Route 13, but he said 

we would be happy. 

 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  In Secretary Vinnie 

Warr's absence, Phyllis reported the August 2015 

newsletter was mailed to all members. Included with the 

newsletter were a Member Survey, Raffle tickets, and 

coupons for the October 6 fundraiser at Grotto's.  Jean 

Miller moved and Ilona Gechter seconded the motion to 

accept the report.  Motion carried. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Fred Adams 

reported a treasury balance of $4755.14.  Additionally 

signatories to our checking account were updated to 

delete Kathy Adams and add Phyllis Meyers.  Ursula 

Thomas moved and Jean Perrault seconded the motion to 

accept the report. Motion carried, subject to audit 

 

REPORT OF THE 1
ST

 VICE PRESIDENT: 

Louise Warren announced that our October speaker will 

be a representative from Habitat for Humanity, Chris 

Cooper.    

               

LEGISLATIVE:   Bob is out of town and since 

Congress was on recess in August, he had no report.  

However, Phyllis received updated legislative 

information from NARFE HQ and reported the 

following: 

1.  Medicare Hold Harmless Provision.  A provision of 

the Social Security law prevents an individual’s Social 

Security benefit from decreasing. This means that if 

there is no cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) and 

Medicare Part B premiums increase (as currently 

expected this year), an individual who has their 
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Medicare premiums deducted directly from their Social 

Security check is “held harmless” from the premium 

increase.  Additionally, a provision in the Medicare law 

requires that 25 percent of all Medicare Part B premiums 

have to be paid by enrollees. According to the 2015 

Medicare Trustees Report, about 30 percent of Medicare 

Part B beneficiaries will shoulder the full cost of the 

2016 premium increase, resulting in a premium increase 

of 52 percent from $104.90 to $159.30 per month. This 

group includes federal retirees covered by the Civil 

Service Retirement System (CSRS).  NARFE’s lobbyists 

are working with the Hill and the Administration to 

prevent this steep increase in premiums for CSRS 

retirees. We expect legislation to protect those not held 

harmless will be introduced soon after Congress returns 

from recess. 

2.  CPI-E Bill. Michael Honda, D-CA, reintroduced H.R. 

3351, the CPI-E Act of 2015, which would adopt the use 

of the Consumer Price Index for the Elderly (CPI-E) in 

calculating the annual cost-of-living adjustments 

(COLAs) for recipients of Social Security benefits, 

federal and military annuities, and certain veteran’s 

benefits... Under the CPI-E, the COLA would be larger 

and would reflect more accurately seniors’ costs, 

especially for health care. NARFE members should send 

a letter to their legislators urging them to cosponsor H.R. 

3351. 

4.  OPM Data Breach - The Office of Personnel 

Management (OPM) is in the process of selecting a 

vendor to handle notification of individuals affected in 

the second data breach. OPM expects to announce the 

new vendor in late August or early September, but an 

exact date has not been given. Once the vendor is 

announced, it will have 12 weeks to notify all 21.5 

million individuals affected. 

•  OPM confirmed the total number of individuals 

affected in the two cyber-security breaches – the first 

one involving personnel data and the second involving 

background investigation records – is now at 22.1 

million individuals. The breakdown is as follows:  

Total affected in the first breach: 4.2 million 

Total affected in the second breach: 21.5 million. This 

includes 19.7 million individuals who applied for a 

background investigation since 2000: federal employees, 

federal retirees, government contractors and job 

applicants. There also are 1.8 million non-applicants, 

mostly spouses or cohabitants of applicants.  

6 million people were affected by both breaches. 

•  NARFE has a website dedicated to updating members 

and providing resources on the breach. You can reach 

this website through the NARFE HQ home page.  

Since our meeting, NARFE HQ has released the 

following updated data breach information: 

The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) and the 

Department of Defense announced this week the name 

of the contractor hired to provide protection services for 

the 21.5 million people affected by the background 

investigations data breach.  Identity Theft Guard 

Solutions, which will be doing business under the name 

ID Experts, was awarded the $133 million contract to 

handle identity protection services for these individuals. 

ID Experts will provide three years of identity theft 

protection and insurance to those affected by the breach. 

This time, the federal government, not the contractor, 

will be notifying individuals whose data was stolen. 

Notifications will begin going out at the end of 

September. Individuals will receive either a letter 

through the regular mail or an email, which will come 

only from a .gov or .mil email address.  

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Chair Kathy Adams reported 1 

member transferred out, 1 member sent 2nd notice, 1 

member had change in payment status, and 4 new 

prospective members. 

2.  Reminder - Recruiters get $10 from National, $10 

from DE Federation, and $15 free lunch for each new 

person recruited (when the new member attends our 

meeting).  Remember to fill in our Chapter number, 

1174, and your name on the membership application into 

order to receive your money. 

 

SUNSHINE:  Chair Elizabeth Kramarck reported she 

sent a card to Bob Fry - Get Well and Thinking of You 

(recovering from surgery) and a Thinking of You to 

Walter Norbert and Clarence Schwatka 

 If you know of a member who needs a little sunshine,   

Betty can be reached at 302-378-2088 or 

kramarea@msn.com.  

 

NECROLOGY;  No report. 

 

SERVICE OFFICER:  Phyllis reported that Ben 

Shamburger has agreed to continue as our Service 

Officer, but is unsure how long he can do the job since 

he has resumed full-time employment.  If you or anyone 

mailto:kramarea@msn.com
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you know would like to serve as our chapter's Service 

Officer, please contact Phyllis. 

 

 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Chair Mr. Nettles reported that 

fundraisers are scheduled for October 6 and December 8 

at Grotto's in both Dover and Milford.  He also contacted 

Cheddars and they are not interested.  The Greene Turtle 

has so many requests that they are want to spread out the 

nights among many groups. 

2.  Raffle tickets were mailed to each member.  If you 

need more, see Fred Adams or Phyllis (She has some 

extras here today).  The drawing will be at our December 

meeting. 

   

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Chair, Phyllis Meyers 

reported that the September meeting announcement was 

uploaded to Dover Post and its associated web sites.   

 

OLD BUSINESS:    
1.  Phyllis summarized information from the Federation 

July meeting to include NARFE's HQ realignment, 

various recruitment issues such as the growth of e-

Chapter, the declining membership due to deaths and the 

closing and/or merging of NARFE chapters, and the 

OPM security breaches.  

2.  June 10 DE Federation convention was held.  Had 55 

members in attendance.  They had planned on 70 and 

therefore they lost money and could not return all the 

"seed money" to the Federation. 

3. Kathy, Vinnie and I are planning on attending the 

Reno 2016 National Conference.  If you are interested in 

attending, please contact Phyllis. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS:   1. After a "small struggle" our 

Chapter's officer list was updated on the National 

NARFE database. 

2.  All chapter members were mailed or emailed a 

Member Survey.  Your officers are very interested in 

your thoughts and suggestions.  Please fill out and return 

to Phyllis. 

3.  A Nominating Committee was named.  Bob Spragg is 

the chairman and Elizabeth Kramarck and Fred Adams 

are members.  If you are interested in a position, please 

contact any Committee member.  The slate will be 

presented at our November 5 meeting and elections will 

be held at our December 3 meeting. 

4.  Phyllis thanked all Officers and Committee Chairs for 

their assistance during the transition from Kathy to her.  

And many thanks to Ilona for taking the minutes.  

Phyllis appreciates it very much. 

5.  Other - Mr. Nettles discovered an app/web site called 

"nomorobo.com" that is free and can be used to stop 

unwanted calls. 

  

SPECIAL NOTICE:   

The next Executive Board meeting will be held on 

November 18, 2015, at Luther Towers, 10 am.  The 

September 30 Executive Board meeting is cancelled.  

The next Federation meeting will be held on September 

8, 2015, at Luther Towers, 10 am.  Everyone is 

welcome. 

 

50/50:   Louise Warren won and donated it all back to 

the chapter. THANK YOU, LOUISE!! You are spoiling 

us.  Free Lunch Raffle - Kathy Adams hey didn’t Fred 

win last month! 

 

BENEDICTION AND ADJOURNMENT:  The 

Benediction was given by Chaplain, Jean Miller. 

President, Phyllis Meyers adjourned the meeting at 2:00 

pm. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

Vinnie R. Warr 
 

Secretary, 

Vinnie R Warr 


