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President's Ponderings 

-  Meeting attendance is really slumping.  I do not want 

our Dover chapter to go away as other NARFE chapters 

have had to do.  Join us at our meetings; we have a good 

lunch, good speakers, and the good company of other 

members. 

-  NARFE HQ is really busy fighting off the many 

attacks on our benefits.  Support NARFE to keep your 

hard earned benefits. 

- Chapter elections are coming up in December.  

Consider running for an office and/or volunteering to be 

a committee chair.  Our chapter does not run itself. 

 -  Sorry I missed our October meeting.  I was in South 

Carolina; should have stayed home and not have had to 

leave early to avoid the rains and the flooding. 

 

01 OCT 2015 
The meeting was called to order by VP Louise Warren at 

12:00pm with 17 members and guests in attendance.  

The Invocation was given by Louise.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Sgt-At-Arms, Shirley 

Cunningham. 

 

Rita Flynn announced the following October birthdays: 

Ursula Thomas, Lani Lowe, Betty Kramarck, Jean 

Hayes, Penelope Pierce and Marlene Lake.  She also 

reported the following anniversaries: Don & Ruth Poor, 

Joe & Margot Ostruska, Al & Anna Pizzi and Betty & 

John Kramarck.   Congratulations to you all. 

We sincerely apologize if we missed anyone.  Please 

contact Rita Flynn at 335-3824 with your special dates !! 

 

Guest Speaker:  Chris Cooper, Development Director for 

Habitat for Humanity.  HFH is currently building homes 

in Dover on both S. Kirkwood St and Mifflin St. They 

built five homes in Frederica last year.  HFH mortgages 

these homes with a 0% interest rate and has never had to 

foreclose!  Home buyers have to “invest” 250 hours of 

sweat equity into the building of their homes.  Habitat 

has fund raisers each year at NASCAR, Fire Fly and Big 

Barrel.  They have booths at the Peach Festival and Old 

Dover Days.  They also raise funds in their ReStore, a 

great place to shop for fixtures, appliances and furniture 

for your home.  They are always looking for volunteers 

to help build homes.  No previous experience required. 

 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  In Secretary Vinnie 

Warr's absence, Ilona Gechter reported the Sep. 2015 

newsletter was delivered to each member.  Ursula 

Thomas moved and Ray McClosky seconded to accept 

the report.  Motion carried. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Fred Adams 

reported a treasury balance of $4,427.94.  Joan 

Muschner moved and Ursula Thomas seconded to accept 

the report. Motion carried, subject to audit 

 

REPORT OF THE 1
ST

 VICE PRESIDENT: 

Louise Warren announced that our November speaker 

will be a representative from Blue Cross/Blue Shield.   

Bring your questions! 

               

LEGISLATIVE:   Possible Government Shutdown 

With time running out, Congress passed a continuing 

resolution (CR) before midnight on September 30 to 

avoid a government shutdown.  Congress passed a CR 

funding the government until December 11.  

The threats of a shutdown centers on the issue of federal 

funding of Planned Parenthood. Some members of the 

Republican Party have stated they will vote against any 

measure that includes funding for Planned Parenthood, 

even if it means a government shutdown. Republican 

leaders in both the House and Senate have stated they 

are opposed to a shutdown.  

Postal Reform Introduced in the Senate 

Sen. Tom Carper, D-DE, introduced the Improving 

Postal Operations Services and Transparency Act 

(iPost), S. 2051, a postal reform bill, on September 17. 

In a press release, NARFE acknowledged the bill is an 

improvement over last year’s bill, but also stated its 

opposition to provisions within the bill that would 

increase health care costs for postal retirees and reduce 

workers’ compensation benefits. 

Under iPost, postal retirees would be required to enroll 

in Medicare Part B in order to continue receiving their 

current Federal Employees Health Benefits Program 

(FEHBP) coverage. NARFE is working with legislators 

to amend this provision. 

Also under the bill, all federal and postal workers would 

face reductions in injured workers’ compensation 

benefits. The Federal Employees’ Compensation Act 

(FECA) provides basic compensation when an employee 

is injured or disabled on the job. The bill would reduce 
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FECA benefits by 25-33 percent at retirement age and 

eliminate the supplemental benefit for injured workers 

with dependents. This would only affect employees 

injured after the date of enactment of this bill. 

NARFE was pleased that a provision that would have 

allowed bargaining over retirement benefits of new 

postal hires was not included in the bill. 

NARFE has an action letter available for members to 

send to their senators asking them to oppose S. 2051. 

Leaders in the House are drafting a separate postal 

reform bill. 

Medicare Hold Harmless Provision Update 

The “hold harmless” provision in the Social Security law 

states that the dollar increase in the Part B premium is 

limited to the dollar increase in an individual’s Social 

Security benefit. This means that if there is no cost-of-

living adjustment (COLA) and Medicare Part B 

premiums increase, individuals who have their Medicare 

premiums deducted directly from their Social Security 

checks are held harmless from the premium increase. 

Since the second of three months of data has been 

released, it appears unlikely there will be a COLA in 

2016. The September data, to be announced on October 

15, will be the determining factor.  

The Administration interprets Medicare law to require 

that premiums account for 25 percent of the cost of Part 

B benefits and administrative costs. With 70 percent of 

beneficiaries protected from any increase due to the hold 

harmless provision, the remaining 30 percent of 

Medicare Part B beneficiaries are expected to shoulder 

the full cost of the 2016 premium increase. This will 

result in a premium increase of 52 percent from $104.90 

to $159.30 per month for federal retirees covered by the 

Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) and excluded 

from Social Security coverage. 

NARFE’s lobbyists have been working with Congress 

and the Administration to prevent this steep increase in 

premiums for CSRS retirees. We expect legislation to 

protect those not held harmless will be introduced soon. 

NARFE has a letter members can send to their 

legislators alerting them to this unfair provision and 

asking for their support. NARFE has also developed an 

issue brief that explains the issue in greater depth.  

Paid Parental Leave Bill Introduced in the Senate 

Sens. Brian Schatz, D-HI, and Barbara A. Mikulski, D-

MD, introduced the Senate version of the Federal 

Employees Paid Parental Leave Act of 2015, S. 2033, 

which would provide six weeks of paid parental leave 

for federal employees for the birth, adoption or foster 

placement of a child. 

A House version of the bill, H.R. 532, was introduced by 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-NY, in January and has 56 

cosponsors. 

NARFE released a statement of support for the 

introduction of S. 2033 and has updated the action letter 

on paid parental leave to include the Senate bill.  

2016 Federal Employee Pay Raise 

President Obama sent a letter to Congress on August 28, 

announcing his alternative pay plan for federal 

employees for 2016. The plan proposes a 1.3 percent pay 

raise. 

Specifically, the plan calls for a 1 percent across-the-

board increase, with additional locality pay increases of 

0.3 percent. 

The pay raise will not go into effect until the President 

issues an Executive Order, which is expected in 

December. 

Congress has the authority to adjust the pay raise as part 

of the appropriations process, but has remained silent the 

past two years, allowing the President’s pay raise to take 

effect. 

By comparison, private-sector salaries rose 2.3 percent 

last year. 

NARFE issued a statement on the President’s alternative 

pay plan. 

OPM Data Breach Update 

In early September, the Office of Personnel Management 

(OPM) and the Department of Defense announced that 

Identity Theft Guard Solutions, under the name ID 

Experts, had been awarded the $133 million contract to 

provide three years of identity theft protection and 

insurance services to the 21.5 million individuals 

affected in the second breach. 

The federal government will be handling notification of 

those individuals through regular mail or email, which 

will come from a .gov or .mil email address. 

Notifications are expected to begin at the end of 

September. 

NARFE has a website dedicated to updating members 

and providing resources on the breach. If NARFE 

members have additional questions, they should contact 

NARFE’s Federal Benefits Service Department 

(fedbenefits@narfe.org). More information can be found 

on the OPM website. 

Other Issues 
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Extending the Highway Trust Fund reauthorization, 

which is scheduled to expire at the end of October, is on 

Congress’ priority list. 

Congress also has to raise the debt ceiling. The Treasury 

Department estimates this will need to be done before 

the end of November or in early December. 

Both of these deadlines provide opportunities for 

Congress to come back to the federal community “piggy 

bank” to offset the costs. Stay up to date and take action 

when asked! 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Chair Kathy Adams reported 2 

members dropped out.  She will contact them.  Reminder 

- Recruiters get $10 from National, $10 from DE 

Federation, and $15 free lunch for each new person 

recruited (when the new member attends our meeting).  

Remember to fill in our Chapter number, 1174, and your 

name on the membership application into order to 

receive your money. 

 

SUNSHINE:  Chair Elizabeth Kramarck reported she 

sent a sympathy cards to Alice Potter for the loss of her 

son and Nell Halada who lost her brother.  Thinking of 

Yous went out to Ben Shamburger whose mother is ill 

and to Margot Ostruska whose husband is ill.  If you 

know of a member who needs a little sunshine,   Betty 

can be reached at 302-378-2088 or kramarea@msn.com.  

 

NECROLOGY;  No report. 

 

SERVICE OFFICER:  No report. 

 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Chair Mr. Nettles reported that 

fundraisers are scheduled for October 6 and December 8 

at Grotto's in both Dover and Milford.  Raffle tickets 

were mailed to each member.  If you need more, see 

Fred Adams or Phyllis. The drawing will be at our 

December meeting.   The December Grotto “coupons” 

will go out with Nov’s newsletter. 

   

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  In Chair, Phyllis Meyers’ 

absence, Ilona reported that the Oct meeting 

announcement was uploaded to Dover Post and its 

associated web sites.   

 

OLD BUSINESS:   Phyllis, Kathy and Vinnie are 

planning on attending the Reno 2016 National 

Conference.  If you are interested in attending, please 

contact Phyllis. 

Phyllis is still looking for comments and ideas on how to 

improve attendance and our chapter. 

 NARFE Chapter 1174 nominations for election of 

officers for 2016 are due at the 5 Nov. meeting with 

elections at the Dec meeting.  Members desiring to run 

for an office are to submit their name to Bob Spragg 

NLT the 5 Nov luncheon meeting. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS:   From the Federation meeting on 8 

Sept. Kathy Adans reported there will be a Region II 

Training Symposium, Apr 4-5. 2016 at the Wyndham 

Gardens in York, PA.  Room rate is $97 per night and 

can be booked for 3 days before and 3 days after if you 

want to stay for sightseeing.  More info on registration 

fees, etc. to come.   

Delaware has donated a whopping $4,161 to 

Alzheimer’s research. 

 

 SPECIAL NOTICE:   

The next Executive Board meeting will be held on 

November 18, at Luther Towers, 10 am.  The next 

Federation meeting will be held on Nov 10, at Luther 

Towers, 10 am.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

50/50:   Kathy Adams won and donated it all back to the 

chapter. THANK YOU, Kathy!!  

Joan Muschner won the Free Lunch Raffle  

 

BENEDICTION AND ADJOURNMENT:  The 

Benediction was given by Louise  

Warren.  She also adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

Vinnie R. Warr 
 

Secretary, 

Vinnie R Warr 

mailto:kramarea@msn.com

