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President's Ponderings 

- Many of you missed an outstanding speaker at our 

February meeting.  The Honorable Jody Sweeney of the 

Kent County Levy Court was informative, interesting, 

and humorous. Several members told me that he was the 

best speaker we have ever had.  April's speaker is from 

the Public Defender's office, come join us!! 

- Many thanks to the many that have called and sent me 

good wishes.  Let's hope that my foot heals and all is 

better soon. 

I received a call from a concerned member asking about 

the "major changes to Social Security" effective May 1, 

and why nothing has appeared in our newsletter.  I told 

her that I did not know anything about this, but I would 

research it and call her back (which I did). I found out 

the following:  No major changes, only several minor 

ones that will eliminate a few strategies that allow some 

recipients to maximize their benefits and they are:  

1.  Elimination of the "file and suspend" strategy, which 

allowed couples to maximize their combined benefits by 

having one spouse file for Social Security upon reaching 

full retirement age (currently 66), then immediately 

suspending the benefits. This allowed the other spouse to 

claim a spousal benefit while the suspended Soc. Sec. 

grew 8 percent per year until age 70. 

2.  Elimination of "restricted applications," a mechanism 

that allows persons who are between  66 and 70 to file 

an application to claim spousal benefits but defer 

collecting their own benefits; upon reaching 70, they 

change from receiving spousal benefits to receiving their 

own (larger) benefits. 

3.  This change affects suspended benefits, a mechanism 

that allowed a person to file for Soc. Sec. but suspend 

payments, then at a later date request payments dating 

retroactive to their original filing date.  Starting May 1, 

this will no longer be an option. 
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The meeting was called to order by President, Phyllis 

Meyers at noon with 22 members and guests in 

attendance.  The Invocation was given by Chaplain Jean 

Miller.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sergeant-

At-Arms Shirley Cunningham. 

 

 Rita Flynn reported the following birthdays:  Jeanne 

Perrault, Ray McCloskey, Connie Reichardt, Steven 

Vandever, Margaret Paul, Ruth Bullock, and Bob Fry.  

There were no March anniversaries. Did we miss 

anyone?  Please contact Rita Flynn at 335-3824 with 

your special dates!! 

 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:    In Sec. Vinnie Warr's 

absence, Ilona Gechter reported the Feb newsletter was 

sent to each member.  Connie Reichardt moved and 

Marge Bodner seconded to accept the report.  Motion 

carried. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  In Treasurer Fred Adams' 

absence, Phyllis Meyers reported a treasury balance of 

$4784.59 as of Feb 23, 2016. 

    

Guest Speakers:  Honorable George 'Jody' Sweeney of 

the Kent County Levy Court who gave a most 

interesting presentation. He has lived in this area for 56 

years and has been on the Levy Court for 7 years and he 

is up for re-election this year.  He represents the areas of 

Camden, Wyoming, Viola, and Rodney Village to Dover 

AFB.  He explained what the Levy Court does (for the 

non-incorporated parts of Kent County) - permitting and 

code enforcement, providing our exceptional paramedic 

service, trash pickup and street lights, and dealing with 

all areas of land use. Their budget this year is $23 

million and there will be no tax raise this year. He told 

us about the new and upcoming buildings, such as the 

Regional Sports Center on Route 1 (expected to bring 

$20 million a year to the county upon completion in 

2017), new gym/recreation facility on New Burton Road 

(partnered with the Boys and Girls Clubs, to open this 

spring), the Silo Speedway being built in Felton (this is 

allowed under existing code, but the code is changing so 

it does not happen again). He also discussed the on-

going road projects, such as recently started project in 

Little Heaven and the West Dover Connector that will 

run from Rodney Village to the near the Eden Hill 

Medical Center.   

 

REPORT OF THE 1
ST

 VICE PRESIDENT: 

Elizabeth Kramarck announced our guest speaker for the 

April 7
th
 meeting will be Mr. Deely of the Public 

Defender’s Office. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

        

LEGISLATIVE: Chair, Bob Spragg reported:   



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MENU SELECTION for 7 APRIL, 2016                                       LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS AND ENTRÉE CHOICE 

ROMA RESTAURANT 3 President Dr. Dover                        Member(s) Name(s) ___________________________      
Chicken Parmigiana with Garden Salad                                            Entree Choice    _______Chicken Parm _______Stuffed shells 

Stuffed Shells with Garden Salad                                                  _____Salad _________ _Hot Ham and Cheese 

Caesar Salad w/ Grilled Chicken & Cup of Soup                         Number of Reservations at $15.00 each___________ 

Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich w/ fries and Soup                          Please make checks payable to Chapter 1174, NARFE.  Call Ilona 

All meals are served with Fresh baked Italian Bread, Dessert      Gechter at 335-4885 or mail to 105 Cooper St/ Frederica, DE 19946 

And choice of Beverage                                                                 Signature ______________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

1.  HR 711, WEP Reform - The WEP reduces the Social 

Security benefits of CSR retirees who are otherwise 

entitled to Soc. Sec. benefits but receive a gov. annuity 

from their non-Social Security covered employment.  

Kevin Brady, R-TX, Chairman of the House Ways and 

Means Committee introduced this bill as a way to reform 

WEP, not repeal it, by reducing the penalty on an 

individual's Soc. Sec. benefits.  For individuals who 

turn(ed) 62 prior to 2017, the bill would reduce the 

current WEP penalty on their Soc. Sec. by a certain 

percentage, not to exceed 50%.  This reduction would 

not be retroactive and would apply to Soc. Sec. 

payments going forward beginning in 2017.  For 

individuals turning 62 during or after 2017, the formula 

used to determine an individual's WEP penalty would be 

replaced with a fairer formula.  NARFE supports this 

bill, but will continue to support full repeal of the WEP. 

2.  President's FY 2017 Budget Proposal - The 

President's budget proposes a 1.6% pay raise for federal 

employees and military personnel.  Last year's pay raise 

was 1.3%.  The budget also reaffirms support for six 

weeks of paid parental leave  

     

MEMBERSHIP: In Chair, Kathy Adams's absence, 

Phyllis Meyers reported: 2 member reinstatements and 2 

members dropped for non-renewal. 

 

SUNSHINE: In Chair Joan Muschner’s absence, Phyllis 

reported that Get Well wishes were sent to Phyllis 

Meyers and a sympathy card was sent to the family of 

Marion Haas.  If you know of anyone who could use a 

little “Sunshine” please contact Joan at 270-8476 or 

jmuschner93@gmail.com. 

 

NECROLOGY:  Chair, Mary Ann Talmud reported the 

death of Marian Haas.  We will be sending a donation to 

a charity supported by Marian.  NARFE Hqs has been 

notified 

 

SERVICE OFFICER:  No report. 

 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Chair Clement Nettles reported 

the following upcoming fundraisers - Greene Turtle - 

Sept 14 and Grotto's - June 14 and Oct 18.  Buffalo Wild 

Wings is tentatively scheduled for April 18 and Dec 7 

giving us a total of 6 fundraisers this year.  

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Phyllis Meyers reported that 

the March meeting announcement was uploaded to the 

Dover Post and its associated web sites.      

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. We still need a new Membership chair.  Also 

need someone to learn to be a Service Officer.  

Any volunteers please see Phyllis. 
 

 NEW BUSINESS:   
1.   March is NARFE-PAC month  

2.   We are collecting money (during the April, May, and 

June meetings to buy gift cards for perishable food items 

for Home of the Brave for Women.  Please donate 

anything you can and put it in the "little house" which 

will be located on the table as you enter the meeting 

room. 

3.  We want to have a health fair during our November 

meeting.  Interested in having reps from those health 

insurance companies that our members use? - which 

ones?  BC/BS, Tricare, Mail Handlers, Delta Dental, and 

MetLife Dental were mentioned.  We will try and see 

which of these we can get for our meeting. 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE:   

The next Executive meeting will be held on May 25
th
 at 

Luther Towers, 10 am.  The next Federation meeting 

will be held on March 22nd, at Luther Village, Building 

3 at 10 am.  Everyone is welcome at either meeting 

 

50/50 Raffle – Tom Corbeil was this month’s winner.  

Thank you Tom, for generously donating all your 

winnings back to the chapter.  

Free Lunch Raffle – Jean Miller!   

 

BENEDICTION AND ADJOURNMENT:  The 

Benediction was given by Jean Miller. 

Phyllis adjourned the meeting at 2:20 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Vinnie R. Warr 
 

Vinnie R Warr. Secretary 

mailto:jmuschner93@gmail.com

