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The meeting was called to order by President, Kathy 

Adams at 12:05pm with 20 members and guests in 

attendance.  The Invocation was given by Chaplain, Jean 

Miller.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sergeant-

At-Arms, Shirley Cunningham. 

 

Rita Flynn announced the January birthdays:  Ilona 

Gechter, Shirley Cunningham, Fred Adams, Bob Spragg, 

Jean Miller, Clement Nettles, Pat Lafferty, and James 

Schilling.  We had one anniversary: Ray & Annette 

McCloskey.  Congratulations and best wishes to you all.  

 

Instead of having a guest speaker, we had our annual 

memorial service for those members who passed away 

during the last year.  Our six members who died were:  

Charles C. Wright, Betty Ann Pierce, Donald Dean, 

Martin Talmud, Mary Frey-Foss, and William E. Torian.  

The spouses of Charles C. Wright and Martin Talmud 

were present for our meeting and memorial service 

 

The memorial was led by Chaplain Jean Miller and our 

Necrology Register, Rose Bell.  In addition, Phyllis 

Meyers recited the Jewish Kaddish (mourning prayer) in 

honor of Martin Talmud.  A candle was lit for each of 

our deceased members and flowers were presented to 

family members. 

 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  In Secretary, Vinnie 

Warr’s absence, Phyllis Meyers reported that the 

minutes were printed in the newsletter and mailed or 

emailed to each member of Chapter 1174.  Ilona Gechter 

made a motion to accept the minutes and Rose Bell 

seconded that motion.  Motion carried.     
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer, Fred Adams 

reported a balance of $4,383.81.  Fred also gave the 

annual earnings for 2014. Ursula Thomas made a motion 

to accept the treasurer's report and Shirley Cunningham 

seconded that motion.  Motion carried subject to audit. 

 

REPORT OF THE 1
ST

 VICE PRESIDENT: 

1
st
 VP Louise Warren announced that our guest speaker 

for February will be representatives from the charities 

we are supporting this year, These are: Interfaith 

Mission of Dover, Shepherd’s Place and Alzheimer’s 

Research. 

                  

LEGISLATIVE:   In Bob Spragg's absence, Phyllis 

Meyers read his report:  

 NARFE Legislative Accomplishments:  Prevented any 

damaging alterations to current retirees' annuities 

adjustments, Prevented passage of legislation adverse to 

the federal workforce, Congress passed, and the 

President signed, a $1.1 trillion spending package, 

nicknamed the CRomnibus. The package funds most 

government operations through the end of the fiscal 

year. The one exception is the Department of Homeland 

Security, which was funded by a continuing resolution 

that will expire in February.  There were no provisions 

in the CRomnibus negatively impacting federal 

employees or retirees.  Some news outlets reported on a 

provision dealing with multi-state pensions and the 

federal pension insurance system.  Some media 

described these as federal pensions but they are private 

pensions that are insured by the Pension Benefit 

Guarantee Corporation, a government entity.  The 

provision does not impact the pensions of federal 

employees or annuitants.  

# Congress also passed the National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) with a 5-year extension of 

the Reemployed Annuitants provision. The legislation 

allows agencies to hire retirees on a limited, part-time 

basis without a reduction in their salary. Final passage of 

the Reemployed Annuitants extension is a major victory 

for NARFE.  

NARFE Legislative Accomplishments in the 113th 

Congress 

# In addition to proactive successes, the NARFE 

Legislative Department was able to prevent several 

attempts to enact legislation that would be detrimental 

for the federal employees, annuitants and their families. 

Sometimes, especially in the current political climate, 

holding back legislation is a major victory.   

# Prevented any damaging alterations to current retirees’ 

annuities, including opposing the proposed switch to the 

Chained CPI. 

# Stopped proposals to: increase retirement contributions 

for active federal employees; eliminate the defined-

benefit pension of the FERS retirement system for new 

hires; and end the FERS annuity supplement.    



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MENU SELECTION for 05 FEB 2015                                       LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS AND ENTRÉE CHOICE 

ROMA RESTAURANT 3 President Dr. Dover                        Member(s) Name(s) ___________________________      
Choice 1.Spaghetti with Meatball and Garden Salad                   Entree Choice    _______Spaghetti _______Garden Salad 

Choice 2. Stuffed Shells with Garden Salad                                   _____Stuffed Shells_________ _Hot Ham and Cheese 

Choice 3.Caesar Salad w/ Grilled Chicken & Soup                      Number of Reservations at $15.00 each___________ 

Choice 4. Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich w/ fries                          Please make checks payable to Chapter 1174, NARFE.   

All meals are served with Fresh baked Italian Bread, Dessert       Don’t forget to call Fred Adams at 697-6650 for reservations 

And choice of Beverage                                                                  Signature ______________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

# Successfully opposed provisions in the Senate postal 

reform bill, including proposed changes to FEHBP,  

requirements that USPS retirees enroll in Medicare and 

changes to the FECA program.  

# The House of Representatives voted unanimously to 

provide back pay to federal employees furloughed  

during the October 2013 government shutdown.  

# NARFE worked to ensure that Capitol Hill staff 

maintained benefits in the Health Insurance Marketplace,  

including preserving their employer contribution, when a 

provision in the Affordable Care Act required  that they 

leave FEHBP.  

COLA 

# The automatic cost-of-living-adjustment for CSRS and 

FERS annuitants will be seen in your January OPM  

payment.  The COLA was established in October and is 

1.7 %. 

Federal Employee Pay 

# The President’s request for a 1% increase will go into 

effect the first pay period in 2015. This is the same  

increase federal employees received in January 2014. 

Current Pending Legislation 

# With the end of the 113th Congress, all legislation that 

has not passed both Houses of Congress and signed by  

the President expires.  That means all legislation will 

have to be reintroduced and go through the legislative  

process in the next Congress.  

 

Phyllis also passed out a 3-page report taken from the  

December 30
th
 2014 NARFE News Watch listing in 

detail NARFE’s accomplishments during the 113th 

Congress 

   

MEMBERSHIP:  Chair Phyllis Meyers reported that 

there were 2 reinstatements listed in the December 

monthly report and 1 prospective member - James 

Vecore of Dover. Phyllis has new, up to date pamphlets 

both from National and our chapter.  See Phyllis if you 

need these or membership applications. 

 

SUNSHINE:  Chair, Elizabeth (Betty) Kramarck 

reported that no cards needed to be sent out this month 

Betty can be reached at 378-2088 or 

kramarea@msn.com if you know of a member who 

needs to hear we are thinking of them. 

 

SERVICE OFFICER: No report. However, Mrs. 

Charles Wright commented on her wonderful experience 

with Ben Shamburger, our Service Officer, and how 

helpful he was to her and her family. 

 

 

NECROLOGY: Chair, Rose Bell reported the recent 

passing of William E, Torian. 

 

WAYS AND MEANS:   No report. 
   

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Chair, Phyllis Meyers 

reported that the January meeting announcement was 

uploaded 

to Dover Post and its associated web sites and to 

Delaware State News web site.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  We are still collecting food items for the Salvation 

Army. 

2.   Please continue to try and recruit new members.    

 

 NEW BUSINESS:   Ilona will be out of town so please 

call in your February luncheon reservations to Fred 

Adams at 697-6650. 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE:   

The next Executive Board Meeting will be held on 

January 28, 2015 at Luther Towers at 10 a.m.  All are 

invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

50/50:  The 50/50 winner was Shirley Cunningham.  It 

was Shirley’s Birthday and she’s going to buy herself 

something nice.  She deserves it!  Next month’s Free 

Lunch winner was Phyllis Meyers.  After all she did this 

meeting, she deserves her win too!    

 

BENEDICTION AND ADJOURNMENT:  The 

Benediction was given by Chaplain, Jean Miller. 

President, Kathy Adams adjourned the meeting at 1:50. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

Vinnie R. Warr 
Secretary,  

Vinnie R Warr 

mailto:kramarea@msn.com

