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The meeting was called to order by President, Kathy 

Adams at 12:15pm with 22 members and guests in 

attendance.  The Invocation was given by Chaplain, Jean 

Miller.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sergeant-

At-Arms, Shirley Cunningham. 

 

Rita Flynn announced the February birthdays: Vinnie 

Warr, Kathleen Cooper, Betty Miller, and Phyllis 

Meyers. Congratulations and best wishes to you all. We 

had no Valentine’s month anniversaries????? 

 

We had three speakers - two from the Interfaith Mission 

and one from Shepherd's Place.  These represent 2 of the 

3 charities that our chapter is donating to this year.  Rita 

Littlefield and Herb Koniwiz of the Interfaith Mission 

spoke about the men's shelter where men can only stay at 

night.  On January 5, 2015, they opened a Resource 

Center that is opened during the day and provides 

various services such as computer training, getting birth 

certificates, state ID cards, commercial driver's licenses, 

food stamps, Medicare, phones, prescriptions, and 

providing transportation.  They have also provided more 

than 12,000 meals in the past year.  In addition to the 

shelter, they have 3 transition houses (for 14 men).  They 

are currently housing 80 men each night. 

Diane Cahall from Shepherd's Place told us that they 

provide similar services for women and children that the 

Interfaith Mission provides men.  However, they keep 

people longer than 30 days and that they have one 

transition house and they are looking for another one.  

They especially need old furniture and appliances (that 

are in good working order). 

 

SECRETARY'S REPORT:  In Secretary, Vinnie 

Warr’s absence, Phyllis Meyers reported that the 

minutes were printed in the newsletter and mailed or 

emailed to each member of Chapter 1174. Rose  

Bell made a motion to accept the minutes and Shirley 

Cunningham seconded that motion.  Motion carried.     
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer, Fred Adams 

reported a balance of $4,440.52.  Ursula Thomas moved 

and Connie Reichardt seconded to accept the report.  

Motion carried subject to audit. 

 

REPORT OF THE 1
ST

 VICE PRESIDENT: 

1
st
 VP Louise Warren announced that our guest speaker 

for March will be Steve Pierce from the Dover Federal 

Credit Union. 

                  

LEGISLATIVE:    Bob Spragg reported the following. 
The 114th Congress has convened and is already at 

work. Below is information on newly introduced 

legislation, Presidential actions and what NARFE is 

watching as the 114th Congress gets underway. 

Re-Introduced Legislation 

• With the start of a new Congress, all legislation 

that did not pass during the previous Congress must be 

re-introduced. The following legislation has been re-

introduced: 

• The FAIR Act – introduced by Rep. Gerry 

Connolly (D-VA) and Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI), the 

legislation will provide for a 3.8 percent pay increase for 

federal employees in 2016. NARFE supports the 

legislation and issued a statement in support of the bills. 

The bill numbers are H.R. 304 and S. 164. There is a 

letter on the Legislative Action Center you can send to 

your members of Congress asking them to cosponsor 

this legislation. 

Update: President Obama sent his FY 2016 Budget to 

Congress and it only included 1.3% pay raise. Big 

shockers since federal employees haven’t had a pay raise 

in 3 years. 

• H.R. 138 – introduced by Rep. Darrell Issa (R-

CA), the legislation would repeal the Affordable Care 

Act and require the establishment of a national health 

program administered by OPM. The new program would 

offer Federal Employee Health Benefits Program 

(FEHBP) benefits to individuals not currently eligible 

for FEHBP. Because the legislation requires separate 

risk pools, NARFE has not taken a position on 

legislation. 

Parental Leave for Federal Employees 

• President Obama announced that he will be 

pushing for states and Congress to take action on 

offering paid leave to workers throughout the country 

following the birth or adoption of a child. In an effort to 

encourage Congress to take action, he signed a 

presidential memorandum requiring federal agencies to 

advance up to six weeks of paid sick leave after the birth 

or adoption of a baby. NARFE supports the President’s 
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executive action and encourages Congress to take further 

action. 

• On Monday, January 26, Rep. Carolyn Maloney 

re-introduced legislation to provide for six weeks of paid 

leave for federal employees following the birth or 

adoption of a child. NARFE supports the Federal 

Employee Paid Parental Leave Act. 

• Under current law, federal employees can use a 

combination of their accrued sick and annual leave after 

the birth or adoption of a child, or, they can take 12 

weeks of unpaid leave under the Family Medical Leave 

Act (FMLA). The President’s proposal is an advance of 

sick leave. So, an employee could use the six weeks of 

advanced sick leave, plus six of accrued sick or annual 

leave. Per the law, any advance of sick leave must be 

repaid.  

NARFE-PAC 

• With the big turnover in Congress there is a big 

emphasis being put on donations to NARFE-PAC first. 

Donations for calendars, Christmas cards are secondary. 

This money is needed for HQ NARFE Legislative staff 

to interface with members of Congress. 

DELAWARE ISSUE 

• Delaware is short $148 million to balance the 

budget. Governor Markell has proposed to slice-in-half 

the senior tax subsidy whereby residents age 65 and 

older receive a discount on local school property taxes. 

The discount is the lesser of 50% or $500. Many of the 

members on the Joint Finance are opposed to this action. 

Contact your DE House Rep and Senate Rep to tell them 

this is unfair to seniors and to vote NO on the Governor's 

proposal. 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Chair Phyllis Meyers reported the 

following membership changes:  1 new member - Jerry 

Pawluk; 1 transfer out - Richard Meyer; 1 death - Harry 

W. Clark; and 1 prospective member - Marcus Parker of 

Dover. 

2.  Phyllis spoke with both Mrs. Wright and Mrs. 

Talmud about membership in our chapter. 

   
SUNSHINE:  No Report 

 

NECROLOGY: Chair, Rose Bell reported the death of 

member Harry W. Clark 

SERVICE OFFICER:  No report 

 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Chair Clement Nettles reported 

that the next fundraiser is tentatively scheduled for 

March 25 at the Greene Turtle.  He is planning one 

fundraiser per month alternating between the Greene 

Turtle and Grottos.  

   

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Chair, Phyllis Meyers 

reported that the February meeting announcement was 

uploaded to Dover Post and its associated web sites and 

to Delaware State News web site.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  1. We need to increase our 

membership.  Remember you get a free lunch for each 

person you recruit. 

2.  Our food drive for the Salvation Army continues.  

Bring items to our meetings and give them to Rose Bell. 

3.  The NARFE 2016 National Convention will be in 

Reno, Nevada. The 2018 Convention will be in 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 1. We NEED better attendance at 

our meetings.  We contracted with Roma for 30+ people 

and we must not lose our contract or pay for people who 

are not there.  2.  The Delaware Federation Convention 

will be on June 10, 2015.  The Wilmington chapter is 

hosting at the Delaware Tech Terry campus (in Dover).     

 

SPECIAL NOTICE:   

The next Executive Board Meeting will be held March 

25 2015 at Luther Towers at 10 a.m.  The next 

Federation meeting will be March 10
th
.  All are invited 

and encouraged to attend. 

 

50/50:  The 50/50 winner was Ursula Thomas.  Next 

month’s Free Lunch winner was Dan Flynn.   Congrats 

to you both. 

 

BENEDICTION AND ADJOURNMENT:  The 

Benediction was given by Chaplain, Jean Miller. 

President, Kathy Adams adjourned the meeting at 2:30. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

Vinnie R. Warr 
Secretary, 

Vinnie R Warr 


