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President’s Column                           Bill Jenkins 

Hello, 1690! It's October 22 as I'm writing this and a beautiful fall is upon us! Halloween will be 
here soon! Time to stock up on candy! 

We had a good turnout of about 35 for our October 13 luncheon! We had a couple of guests and a 
couple of members coming for the first time. Larry Trombello was a busy man getting all the 
reservations straight. We encourage new members and guests, but PLEASE sign up with Larry [or 
his successor] in advance. You can't just show up and expect to order lunch.   

Our speakers were Rep. Steve Smyk [R] and Russ Huxtable [D]. They are competing for the 6th 
District Senate seat, which Ernie Lopez [R] is vacating. Both gave excellent speeches and I hope 
every one of our members who are in District 6 will vote on Tuesday, November 8.   

JoAnn Teiken gave her last Treasurer's report as she is resigning to go on extended travel. JoAnn 
served as Treasurer for 6 years and we thanked her for her excellent service! I'm happy to 
announce that Shirley Edwards, our talented Newsletter Editor, volunteered to stand for election as 
Treasurer and was elected unanimously and sworn in by me! We all think Shirley will do a great job 
and she has already transitioned with JoAnn. Shirley will continue to serve as Newsletter Editor but 
will transfer her PR role to Ken Sosne who is essentially doing PR in his Advocacy role.   

We are still looking for Volunteers for the Secretary position to give Marty Justice a break. Larry 
Trombello advises, once again, that we need volunteers for two members at large. These are 
voting positions on the Board of Directors. Ken Sosne has volunteered to stand for election as a 
member at large at our November luncheon. Also, we need three members to serve on our 
Nominating Committee. Please step up, folks, and get involved. It's rewarding and not difficult to 
perform! 

We had a very successful fund raiser at Boscov's on October 19! Hats off to Pat Brady-Rice, who 
led this effort. Please refer to Pat's cover email to this newsletter for more details. - Continued p. 4

Upcoming Dates 

November 2: Executive Board Meeting (Zoom): 1:30p 
November 6: Daylight Saving Time Ends 
November 10: Chapter Luncheon Meeting: Noon 
November 11: Veterans Day 
November 24: Thanksgiving 
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 
Thursday, November 10, Noon 

Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with:  Larry Trombello 
302-430-7689 or trombello@comcast.net

  
Please note I will respond to each email reservation.  If you don’t receive an email response from 
me, please contact me again. 

When contacting Larry, please give names (members and guests) and luncheon choices for 
Thursday, November 10, 2022, at Noon at 1776 Steakhouse in Midway Center, Rt. 1 (beside the 
movie theaters).  Please arrive by 11:45a to facilitate check-in. 

Price $19.00 per person (which includes gratuities) 

Reservations MUST be made by 5:00 pm on Thursday, November 3, 2022.  

1776 Restaurant requires us to have enough reservations in order to make it cost effective for the 
restaurant. 

The meeting will be cancelled if we do not have enough reservations. If necessary, you will be 
notified of the cancellation on Friday, November 4. 

Luncheon Selections: 

_____(1)  Grilled chicken over penne tossed in a creamy pesto sauce 

_____(2)  Cup of lobster bisque and one-half tuna salad sandwich with chips and pickles 

_____(3)  Oysters on a mixed field of greens 

Dessert:  Chocolate layer cake 

Payment is due upon arrival. Cash or checks made out to NARFE Chapter 1690.  

Notice: Persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals. 
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Treasurer’s Report                                  JoAnn Teiken 

The August ending balance was $10,417.25. Total income for September was $1,146.52. 
Expenses were $2,736.52. Expenses included a $1,923.64 reimbursement to Ken Sosne for his 
attendance at Fed Con22 and $110.88 to Mike Buso for payment of the chapter’s Zoom account. 
September’s ending balance was $8,827.25. The Treasurer’s report will stand pending future audit. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR NURSING HOME 

Christmas is almost here and this year we have chosen Harbor Health Care in Lewes to be the 
recipient of our Christmas gifts for their residents.  I spoke with Emily, the Activities Director at the 
center, and she is very happy to receive these gifts for the residents, for many have no families 
and would receive no gifts at Christmas.   

The gifts should be brought to the Christmas luncheon on December 8 and Ron and I will deliver 
them to the center after the luncheon.  Gifts should be in gift bags marked for man or woman. Do 
not wrap, for they will be inspected by Emily. There are currently 20 males and 20 females. Emily 
provided me with a list of suggestions, as follows:  

Sweat shirts and pants, scarves, socks, pajamas, slippers, blankets for twin size beds, older/
classic DVD movies, CDs 

I asked about calendars and readers and I am awaiting her response. Suggested sizes are Large 
to XXLarge, with the larger sizes being the most needed. 

Thank you in advance for being part of brightening Christmas for the residents of Harbor Health.  

Carol Weber 

Alzheimer’s Report                    Debby Pecoraro 
  
Debby Pecoraro attended the Alzheimer's Walk in Rehoboth Beach on September 24 and  
participated in the welcoming committee. There were around five hundred attendees and the walk 
raised over $200,000. To date, our chapter has contributed $631. The NARFE Alzheimer’s Fund 
reached a milestone if $15 million. Possible fundraising options, such as dine & donate, were 
discussed. 
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Continued from p. 1 

Ken Sosne distributed two types of recruiting pamphlets, one from HQ and one he and Shirley 
prepared. Which one to use is to be determined. Please give Ken your feedback. Ken also reported 
out on the York, PA Region II Training Conference.  He has distributed a lot of material to the 
Executive Board. HQ is promoting a national recruiting slogan of "Be a member. Get a member." 

Last but not least, our speakers for the November 10 luncheon will be representatives from BC/BS 
and Aetna! Their short biographies appear elsewhere in this newsletter. This is usually one of our 
better-attended events with Open Season looming! Please sign up early! How to do that appears 
on another page in this newsletter. 

I hope we have a great turnout on Thursday, November 10! We will honor our veterans with 
Veterans Day following on November 11. 

Until then, thank you for your time! 

Speakers’ Bios 

Lisa Mantegna — Blue Cross/Blue Shield 

My name is Lisa Mantegna. I am a Senior Client Service Manager for Highmark Blue Cross Blue 
Shield. I am also the assigned Field Service Representative for the Federal Employee Program for 
Blue Cross Blue Shield. I began my career with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware (now 
Highmark) in 1996. I live in Bear Delaware  with my 18 year old twins. 

Emily Williams — Aetna 

My name is Emily Williams and I live on the Eastern Shore of MD. I am a Senior Manager of 
Communications and Strategy for Aetna and I love the mix of responsibilities that come with my 
job, especially the privilege of being able to attend NARFE meetings when I’m able. I’ve worked in 
healthcare for 9 years, 4 of those at Aetna. Fun fact about me is that I not only work for the federal 
team at Aetna, but I am married to a government employee and therefore also have FEHB 
insurance with Aetna! I’m looking forward to meeting everyone in just a couple weeks! 

Boscov’s Fund-Raising Report                                      Pat & Vinny Rice 

The BOSCOV'S “Friends Helping Friends” Fundraiser Event on October 19, 2022 resulted in the 
sale of 86 Shopping Passes, and seven donations raising $472 for the chapter.  Thank you to 
Larry, Maria, and Nick for their help with this event.   

THANK YOU to all who participated in making this event such a success. 
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Advocacy/Public Relations                                                 Kenneth Sosne 

1) The OPM backlog of claims continues in all areas.  

2) The Preventing a Patronage System Act was introduced in the house at the federal level. 
This bill is intended to prevent Schedule F that was proposed by the last administration. 

3) NARFE expressed its opposition to the Public Service Reform Act that would eradicate 
merit based Federal Civil Service. 

4) There are more than 290 co-sponsors of the Social Security Fairness Act H.R. 82. This is 
commonly referred to as the WEP/GPO repeal.   

5) Representative Pete Schwarzkopf has listed bills addressing gun safety, helping small 
business, disability fairness for first responders hurt in the line of duty, road safety and 
education equity especially for LGQBT+ students as his interests for the upcoming session 
of the Delaware House. 

6) Legislatively in DC and Dover things are quiet with the election just under a month away. 

7) Fraud against retirees and seniors has not slowed. NARFE and other senior advocacy 
groups continue to warn people about scams, fraud and identity theft.  The newest scams 
are auto service, utility savings and Amazon packages coming your way. Please be alert 
when in doubt hang up or delete never click. 

8) An act of Anti-Semitism was carried out in Rehoboth Beach and the State Police, FBI and 
other groups continue to investigate.  Attacks on faith-based organizations are on the rise. 
See something say something. 

9) The Combined Federal Campaign has started and one can give to the charity of their 
choice form their annuity if so inclined. 

10)NARFE continues to work in support of candidates at mid-terms that support federal 
employees. 

11)NARFE FEDHub has been in place for just under a year. It has made a difference in how 
chapters are able to communicate with each other. Please sign on and follow the 
community of choice. Delaware Federation is on FEDHub. 

12)If you are advocating for NARFE in any postings please include #NARFE as the social 
media handle. It is important to get the NARFE brand out into the public eye. 

13)The new NARFE National Board comes on the end of the year. There are 7 new members 
including a new National President. 

14)As always if you need assistance, please contact the appropriate Chapter 1690 Officer or 
Committee Chair listed in the newsletter. 
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                                2022 Officers 

President: Bill Jenkins 2022 bill.jenkins1@verizon.net  302-945-6969  
  Cell  410-980-8836  

VP: Larry Trombello 2022 trombello@comcast.net 302-430-7689 

Secretary: Martha Justice 2022 jjandmj.46@gmail.com 302-664-1231 

Treasurer: Shirley Edwards 2022 shirleyj206@gmail.com 208-340-7033 

Members at large: 

Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 
Carol Weber 2022 caw09@mchsi.com 610-858-2447  
Pat Brady-Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 

Nominating Committee: 

Vinny Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7783 
Pat Brady-Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 

Committee Chairs 

Alzheimer’s: Debby Pecoraro   denuve@aol.com        302-500-1766    
Chaplain: Vacant 
Membership: Ron Weber    rjw98@mchsi.com       302-829-8906 
Service Officer: Mike Buso    buso.mike@gmail.com            703-861-9180 
Advocacy/Public Relations: Ken Sosne  ksosne@yahoo.com                302-644-1875 
Sunshine: Cece Niemi    suomien@mchsi.com      703-795-6588 
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards   shirleyj206@gmail.com          208-340-7033 
Social: Vacant 
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner   grneuner@yahoo.com           302-539-1013 
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