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Coastal Sussex County Chapter 1690

Upcoming Dates 

May 4 Executive Board 
Meeting (Zoom) 1:30p 
May 8 Mother’s Day 

May 12 Chapter Luncheon 
Meeting, Noon 

May 21 Armed Forces Day 
May 30 Memorial Day 
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  PO Box 390, Ocean View, DE 19970

President’s Column                  Bill Jenkins 

Chapter 1690, Happy Spring! I hope it finds all of you in good 
health! 

Our first in person luncheon meeting of 2022 was held on April 14 
at 1776 Restaurant. It was nice to see an enthusiastic crowd of 35 
members, especially without masks! For those who came, thank 
you for attending! Our guest speaker was Christina Deidesheimer, 
a VP from Beebe Healthcare. She serves as Beebe’s Chief 
Communications Officer (CCO). She gave us an informative talk on 
a little bit of Beebe history as well as what’s happening right now at 
Beebe and what to expect in the future. I would like to mention that 
your Executive Board, including the Board of Directors, continues 
to meet via Zoom once a month, the week before the in person 
luncheon meeting.  

I’m happy to announce that out guest speaker for our next in 
person luncheon meeting on Thursday, May 12 will be Mr. Todd 
Lawson, the Sussex County Administrator. Mr. Lawson is the top 
non-elected official in Sussex County. He is hired by and reports to 
the Sussex County Council and runs the county business on a day 
to day basis. This is the second time Mr. Lawson has agreed to 
speak at one of our luncheons, but we had to cancel him earlier in 
the year when we took a timeout for Covid concerns. Besides 
telling us how the County operates, I’ve asked him to talk to us 
about the pending state-wide property tax assessment program. So 
let’s do our best to turn out for Mr. Lawson! 

JoAnn Teiken, our Social Chair and Treasurer, has announced that 
she’d like to step down from both roles. She’s going to be doing a 
lot of traveling and will not be able to devote the time to these 
positions. She has stepped down from the Social Chair now and 
turned over her files to me. Larry Trombello, Mr. Reliable, has 
agreed to fill the social role on a temporary basis. He will be ably 
assisted by his wife, Kathy. I would like to emphasize that this is a 
temporary arrangement; please feel free to volunteer your services!  

As far as the important position of Chapter Treasurer, Jo Ann would 
like to have this in someone else’s hands by this fall, no later that 
November. — Continued on page 2
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President’s Column — Continued from page 1 

Once again, please consider volunteering to be the Chapter Treasurer! This position has to be 
voted on and is a member of the Board of Directors.  

I’m sure we would all like to thank JoAnn for her service as Social Chair and Treasurer! We will 
have more time to commend her for her role as Treasurer later this year.  

Final thought: We will only have two more in person luncheon meetings before we break for 
summer recess. We will meet on May 12 and probably June 9, then take July and August off. So I 
do hope to see a good turnout for those two dates! Please feel free to email me with any thoughts 
and comments! Thank you for your time! 

Todd Lawson, May Luncheon Meeting Speaker 

Todd Lawson, is Sussex County Administrator, the manager for all the County government's 
departments. The administrator is appointed by the elected County Council, and is, by Delaware 
statute, the chief administrative officer of the county. 

The County Administrator attends meetings of the County Council, prepares and submits an annual 
budget, and carries out the policies and laws set forth by the County Council.  

A native of the county, Mr. Lawson was born in Milford and raised on the family farm in Harbeson. In 
fact, his family has deep roots in Sussex County, with the family tracing its ancestry here back to 
the late 1600s. His family continues to live in the area, working in local schools and operating the 
family farm. 

Mr. Lawson holds a law degree from George Mason University, as well as a Bachelor's of Science 
degree in agriculture business management with a minor in political science from the University of 
Delaware, where he was also a member of the football team. He is a graduate of Sussex Central 
High School in Georgetown, where his father served as a teacher for many years and where his 
brother continues the family's education tradition today. 

Mr. Lawson resides outside Harbeson with his wife, Stacy, and their children, Cooper and Grier. 
When he is away from the office, Mr. Lawson enjoys boating, skiing and spending time with his 
extended family, including his parents Bob and Diana, as well as his brother Clifford and his wife, 
Meg, and their three children. 
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Treasurer’s Report               JoAnn Teiken 

The national remittance in February of $197.00 was adjusted by minus $15.00 dollars, making the 
ending balance for February $8,478.61. The income for March was $159.60 (National Remittance) 
and expenses were $156.00 (US Postal Box). The March adjusted ending balance was $8,664.21. 
The treasurer’s report will stand pending future audit.  

   

Service Officer Report                  Mike Buso 

It is a good idea, to at least once a year review your Wills, Living Wills, Trusts, and Life Insurance 
documents. Perhaps you included someone in your will or have a joint account with someone that 
has passed away. Make sure your Documents and Account details will be available to the people 
that will be carrying out your wishes.  The Be Prepared for Life’s Events booklet is available on the 
NARFE website (https://members.narfe.org/My-Account/Be-Prepared-For-Lifes-Events-PDF), and it 
provides a reasonable outline/checklist for what to make available. 

It is not news, but there is a significant delay for survivors to start receiving annuities from OPM. Six 
months or more is not uncommon. Make sure you have planned for this delay. 
 
If you have Health Insurance that provides for partial reimbursement of their Medicare Premiums, 
make sure you have received all of your 2021 reimbursements. If you will be receiving 2022 
reimbursements, check to see that it is set-up properly. 
 
Don’t hesitate to call or email me with a question, or if you learn that a member has passed away.   
I usually don’t hear about it until it is too late to contact a survivor. 

In Memoriam 

The following people passed away during 2021: 

Joan Barnes 
Carl E Bouchard 
Douglas R Davis 
Harold E Dickerhoof 
Lucas C Martin 
R Christine Mc Kenzie 
Roy James Santmyer   

https://members.narfe.org/My-Account/Be-Prepared-For-Lifes-Events-PDF
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 

Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with: 
Larry Trombello (302) 430-7689 or trombello@comcast.net 

Please note I will respond to each phone call and email reservation.  If you don’t receive a 
response from me, please contact me again. 

When contacting Larry, please give names (members and guests) and luncheon choices for Thursday, 
May 12, 2022, at Noon at 1776 Steakhouse in Midway Center, Rt. 1 (beside the movie theaters) 

Price $19.00 per person (which includes gratuities) 

Reservations MUST be made by 5:00 pm on Thursday, May 5, 2022.  

1776 Restaurant requires us to have enough reservations in order to make it cost effective for the 
restaurant. 

The meeting will be cancelled if we do not have enough reservations. If necessary, you will be 
notified of the cancellation on Friday, May 6th. 

_____(2) Pulled pork BBQ sandwich, chips, coleslaw 

_____(3) Grilled shrimp on a mixed field of greens 

Dessert: Red Velvet Cake 

Payment is due upon arrival. Cash or checks made out to NARFE Chapter 1690.  

Notice: Persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals. 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Luncheon Selections: 

_____(1) Open face roast beef with mashed potatoes and vegetable 

mailto:trombello@comcast.net
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Advocacy Report                                                                 Kenneth Sosne 

1) The OPM backlog of claims continues in all areas and is now more than 94 days.  

2) OPM and TSP will be changing security protocols for online access due to scammers and 
hackers. Please be on the lookout for correspondence requiring account log-in changes. 

        
3) Social Security was expected to start in-person office services on April 7. People are asked 

to make appointments online. We have no confirmation regarding the re-opening of the 
Nassau Vineyards office on Route 9. Please check the SSA website. 

4) The Postal Reform bill passed both houses of Congress and has been signed. In many ways 
it seems to protect existing health benefits for current and retired federal employees. 

5) The Secure Act is making its way through Congress. This will impact how and when TSP 
funds need to be withdrawn and potentially impact other retirement accounts including age 
related distributions. Please talk to your tax professional for guidance. 

6) The Joint Finance Committee Hearings for the DE budget are on-going and again have 
asked for feedback from constituents. Please check the DE Legislative website. 

7) There is lots of activity regarding zoning and water issues in Sussex County and surrounding 
towns. If you are interested, the local newspapers covers these issues. 

8) The Delaware Relief Rebate Program was signed into law by Gov. John Carney before the 
Easter break. The bipartisan effort to give Delaware taxpayers a $300 rebate ($600 to 
married couples) may yield results by the end of May. For more information go to de.gov/
rebate  

9) NARFE National is encouraging people to set up a profile in FEDHub.  https://
fedhub.narfe.org/home.  

10) NARFE National is again reminding people that tax filing scams are proliferating. If the 
Internal Revenue Service needs to contact you, they will mail a letter first. The IRS will never 
send text messages or contact people through social media to get personal information or 
collect a tax debt. The IRS will never demand immediate payment using pre-paid gift and 
debit cards. 

11)  Another scam is text messages seemingly from your own cell telephone. Just delete and do 
not click. 

12) As always if you need assistance, please contact the appropriate Chapter 1690 Officer or 
Committee Chair listed in the newsletter. 

   

http://de.gov/rebate
http://de.gov/rebate
https://fedhub.narfe.org/home
https://fedhub.narfe.org/home
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NARFE Chapter 1690 

Coastal Sussex 

2022 Officers 

President: Bill Jenkins 2022 bill.jenkins1@verizon.net 302-945-6969  
  Cell  410-980-8836  

VP: Larry Trombello 2022 trombello@comcast.net 302-430-7689 

Secretary: Martha Justice 2022 jjandmj.46@gmail.com 302-664-1231 

Treasurer: JoAnn Teiken 2022 JOTEIKEN@msn.com 240-481-4623 

Members at large: 

Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 
Carol Weber 2022 caw09@mchsi.com 610-858-2447  
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 

Nominating Committee: 

Vinny Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7783 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 

Committee Chairs 

Alzheimer’s: Debby Pecoraro  denuve@aol..com    302-500-1766    
Chaplain: Theresa Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com 302-539-5280 
Membership: Ron Weber   rjw98@mchsi.com   302-829-8906 
Service Officer: Mike Buso   buso.mike@gmail.com  703-861-9180 
Advocacy: Ken Sosne   ksosne@yahoo.com   302-644-1875 
Sunshine: Cece Niemi   suomien@mchsi.com  703-795-6588 
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Public Relations: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Social: JoAnn Teiken   joteiken@msn.com   240-481-4623 (cell) 
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner  grneuner@yahoo.com  302-539-1013 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”
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Non-profit and Service Work  
By Ken Sosne 

In last month’s chapter newsletter, Jeanne Brennan talked about her work with Read Aloud 
Delaware and the need for volunteers.  The chapter again is asking if you do any type of service, 
we would like to highlight the support you provide to the community at large as a volunteer.  As we 
know, federal employees both active and retired sometimes receive press that is not favorable.  If 
there is something you think noteworthy, feel free to let the chapter know.  If you are comfortable, 
we would like to highlight your continuing commitment to service. Good press is the best medicine 
for protecting our hard-earned federal benefits. 

In addition, if you are active with a non-profit, we would like to highlight that since COVID there are 
many pots of funding available to support non-profits in the important work that is undertaken.  It 
has come to light that Congress has restored earmarks to the budget process and Representative 
Lisa Blount-Rochester has a potential to recommend ten non-profit projects for earmark funding.  If 
you are working with a non-profit you might want to contact her office to find out what is available 
and how to apply.  The State of Delaware also has community act funding and bond build funding. If 
your non-profit has projects that need support it is worth looking at the State of Delaware website 
for available grants that one’s non-profit can apply to.  Delaware will also be taking applications in 
the fall 2022 for Grant in Aid funding. 

Lastly, through AmeriCorps and the Biden School of Public Policy at the University of Delaware, 
there is a program called Public Ally.  Public Allies support non-profits as interns in support of your 
organization痴 work over a period of 11 months. If your non-profit is interested, please email Rachel 
Romond, Program Manager & Training Coordinator, Public Allies Delaware (rromond@udel.edu). 
There is a nominal cost, but your non-profit can benefit in many ways with talented people. This program can 
also encourage people to study public policy and potentially join the federal service. 

We all served and many of us give back now and will as long as we can.  Please let others know 
that the federal workforce, both active and retired, is here to help.  Thank you for all you do. 

mailto:rromond@udel.edu

