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Upcoming Dates 
 

May 1 
Executive Board 

1 – 2:30 pm 
South Coastal Library 

Bethany Beach 
 

May 9 
Monthly Chapter 

Luncheon Meeting 
12 Noon 

1776 Restaurant 
Midway Shopping 

Center 
Rehoboth Beach 

 

May 12 
Mother’s Day 

 

May 18 
Armed Forces Day 

 

May 27 
Memorial Day  
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Delaware Archivist to Speak at May Chapter Luncheon 

Registration Continues for June 5th Federation Conference 
 There is still time for Chapter 1690 members to register to attend the one-day 
Delaware NARFE Federation Conference on Wednesday, June 5. A registration form 
is on page 7 of this newsletter. 

Because our chapter is the host for this year’s bi-annual federation gathering, 
which will be held at the Maple Dale Country Club in Dover, we are hoping to have a 
big chapter turn-out. 
          It will be an interesting and informative session. You will hear from new 
NARFE national President, Ken Thomas; gain valuable insight on issues affecting 
federal retirees from NARFE advocacy Vice-President Jessica Klement; meet other 
government officials who are expected to stop by the conference to say hello; visit 
vendor tables offering important information and services to NARFE members; and 
talk to NARFE members from around the state.  
          The fee is only $30, which includes attendance at all sessions, a continental 
breakfast in the morning, and a full lunch.  
 If you are interested in carpooling with other Chapter members to get to the 
Conference, please let Larry Trombello know when you register, or contact Carol 
Weber at 302-829-8906 or caw09@mchsi.com, and we will help make arrangements. 
 We hope you will join us to help make this Federation event a big success. 

Our speaker at the May luncheon meeting Thursday, 
May 9 will be Tom Summers, Manager of Outreach 
Services and Public Services for the Delaware Public 
Archives, who will discuss the “Treasures of the Delaware 
Public Archives.” Tom’s presentation will include a power 
point presentation. 
          This special presentation will showcase the wide 
variety of the documents and photographs preserved at the 
Delaware Public Archives, which tell the story of the First 
State’s rich history and culture. The archives hold more than 95,000 cubic feet of 
government records and historical documents. 
          In addition to keeping a variety of vital statistics involving Delawareans, it also 
preserves a large amount of genealogically related materials that were of private origin. 
These records include family histories, bible records, church records, manuscript 
genealogies, and newspapers. 

A twelfth generation Delawarean, Tom Summers is a graduate of Washington 
College and a Navy veteran, having served as an air traffic controller for four 
years.  In his current role, Tom presents numerous programs throughout the state and 
the region to promote the resources that can be found at the Archives.  

Please join us for an interesting and educational presentation. 

mailto:caw09@mchsi.com
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The Delaware Chapter of  the Alzheimer’s Association is a great source of  information about 
the disease, and its effects on families. Recently, they printed a general article on memory loss which 
we thought chapter members would be interested in. Their message: memory loss on family members 
as they age is not by itself  a symptom of  Alzheimer’s.  

The Association points out that as people get older, chances are that they will sometimes 
forget a word, where they left their car keys, or the name of  a neighbor they bumped into at the 
market.  Sound familiar? Not to worry.  

The Association writes these small memory lapses happen.  They are a normal part of  
aging.  They suggest writing notes, placing keys in same place every day, and even doing crossword 
puzzles.   

However, they warn that those memory lapses could be symptoms of  some other issues that 
people should be aware of. Conditions that could contribute to memory loss include depression, 
medication side effects, alcohol abuse, low thyroid level, stress, and any kind of  illness.  

And yes, memory loss can also be a symptom of  Alzheimer's disease, and it is true that 
Alzheimer's becomes more common with age.  But the Association reassures us that it is not a 
normal part of  getting older. 

Now where did I put my cellphone? 

NARFE Survey on Caregiving 

 Are you interested in sharing experiences on caring for aging parents in a special survey 
NARFE is conducting on the subject? 

NARFE is planning a future article in NARFE Magazine examining how an increasing number 
of  federal employees and retirees are addressing the challenges of  providing or arranging care for 
aging older parents, family members, and other adult dependents other than spouses.  

Knowing that this is an issue for many NARFE members, they are conducting this special 
survey “to hear more about useful resources with regard to the caregiving needs of  adult family 
members that you can offer other NARFE members who face similar challenges.”  

If  you would like to share your experience with this topic, you can respond to the survey 
at www.narfe.org/caregiver or send an email about your caregiving experience 
at communications@narfe.org. 

NARFE RENEWAL REMINDER – WRITE IN CHAPTER 1690  

 Whenever you renew your NARFE membership during the year, please remember to  

indicate clearly that you are a member of, and want to renew your membership in, Coastal 

Sussex Chapter 1690. 

 Help us keep our local membership strong! 

https://www.narfe.org/caregiver/survey.cfm?CFID=18777954&CFTOKEN=ef6d70bfc3e43d59-C021EFBE-ED1F-792E-D015982182574EE1
mailto:communications@narfe.org
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“I want to listen and learn from you,” 4th District County 
Councilman Doug Hudson told attendees at our April luncheon 
meeting. Hudson was newly elected in November 2018 to represent 
Southeastern Sussex County on the Council. 
 He said, “I’ve never been in politics,” describing his long 
career as a Delaware State Trooper. However, he said he will be 
bringing to the County Council his experience as a member of  the 
Sussex County Planning and Zoning Commission.  
 Hudson said that among the issues he is focusing on are 
“infrastructure, development, and traffic,” and he said the need for 
work in these areas is particularly important “on the eastern side of  
the county.” He said, “The fact that our areas only receive eleven 

percent of  road money is not fair.”  
 Hudson said that the laws passed by the Council are critical for addressing development issues. 
He said, “I saw on the Planning and Zoning Commission that if  the developers, and their lawyers, 
had submitted applications that were totally within the rules, it was hard to say ‘no’ to the applications 
despite general concerns we might have had.” He also stressed that it was important to “have 
conversations between DelDot and Sussex County on transportation and road issues.”  
 The councilman said he also wanted to work on telecommunications infrastructure issues in 
the county. “There are too many cell-dead zones,” he said. He also said, given his state police 
background, that public safety was very important to him, and he praised the county’s public safety 
workers.  

“If  I don’t know the answer to a question or a problem, I’ll say I don’t know, and then I’ll work 
to learn more about it,” he said. He concluded his remarks by saying, “I will be held accountable, and 
I will do my best.” 

Service Officer Report                                                                Mike Buso 

I have been the Service Officer for Chapter 1690 for just over a year now.  I want to take this 
opportunity to let you know what I understand my role to be.  The most important role is to help 
chapter members, their families, and survivors understand and take appropriate action to obtain and 
retain their various earned benefits.  Those benefits include annuities, TSP, and insurance – health, 
long term care, federal group life, dental, and vision. 
  A critical event that often causes difficulties is when an annuitant, survivor, or spouse passes 
on.  When that happens, confusion or neglect can set in, and that can cause problems.  As Chapter 
1690 Service Officer, I can offer and try to help members and families navigate to a best 
solution.  This is most helpful if  I can make contact with them at the earliest possible time.  
  This is where other chapter members can help.  If  you learn of  the death of  a chapter 
member, or any current or former federal employee, please let me know.  I can quickly research to 
determine if  they are a Chapter 1690 member, and make a timely contact to offer assistance. 
  I can be contacted by cell phone at 703-861-9180 or by e-mail at buso.mike@gmail.com.  

mailto:buso.mike@gmail.com


 President’s Column                               Carl Bouchard 
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Cherry Blossom Festival: Sorry I could not be with you at April’s 
membership meeting. I spent eight days as an official photographer 
observing the downward side of  the Yashino cherry blossoms and the rise 
of  the Kazwan blossoms, along with 55 beautiful young ladies serving as 
cherry blossom princesses, representing most states and territories and a 
few other countries. https://2019cbpp.shutterfly.com/.   

Impressive visits included a tour and visit at the White House and 
the bonsai exhibit at the National Arboretum. Of  course the annual 
Cherry Blossom Parade was a highlight, and the morning after returning 
home, WBOC featured the parade as I turned on the TV. Exciting if  you 
have never been.  
      Federation Conference: Planning for the 2019 Federation Conference, 
that Chapter 1690 is hosting, is finally jelling and the program is nearly 
complete. We have confirmed many sponsors and we hope to have a 
streamlined conference.   

Thanks to all of  you who have volunteered to help. There is still 
more room for chapter volunteers, and if  you still want to volunteer on the 
day of  the conference (June 5), please let us know. The pay may not be 
much, but the rewards are great, not to mention the comradery. 

Advocacy: Congress is posturing themselves and the battles are 
beginning.  The list of  proposals, mostly fantasies, from the candidates for 
president keeps growing, as are proposals from conservatives to rein in 
federal spending and benefits. It will be an interesting 18 months. We will 
try to keep you apprised of  realistic proposals that we may have to respond 
to on short notice in working with our national NARFE officials. 

OPM Reorganization: One sleeper issue that NARFE is looking at 
is the administration’s plan to reorganize the Office of  Personnel 
Management (OPM) and the General Services Administration (GSA).  

NARFE has raised “serious concerns” about the reorganization 
plan, which proposes transferring OPM's programmatic functions — such 
as human resources solutions, retirement services, and administration of  
health care and insurance programs for the federal community — to GSA, 
and transferring OPM's personnel policy function to the Executive Office 
of  the President.  
 National NARFE has warned that these proposals “place vital 
programs at risk for not receiving sufficient attention and resources, create 
the opportunity for political influencing, and endanger the merit-based 
civil service.” NARFE has sent letters to senior House Appropriations 
Committee members to urge “proper congressional oversight of  any 
reorganization proposals put forth in the fiscal year 2020 budget.”  

2019 Officers 
 
President 

Carl Bouchard  424-4425 
 

1st Vice-President 

Larry Trombello 430-7689 
 

2nd Vice-President 

Carol Weber  829-8906 
 

Secretary 

Martha Justice  664-1231 
 

Treasurer 

Jo Ann Teiken  616-2017 
 

Federation President  

Larry Trombello 430-7689 
 

Federation Treasurer 

Jim Blakeslee 227-5306 
 

Members-at-Large 
 

2018-2019 
Bob Clark 829-8767 
Dick Oliver 539-3771 
2019-2020 
Past Brady-Rice 215-805-7782  
Kathleen Lagore  
 

Nominating Committee 
 

2018-2019 
Pat Brady-Rice 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 537-1117 
 

2019-2020 
Vinnie Rice 215-805-7783 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Alzheimer’s 

Claude Benner 684-1641 
 

Chaplain 

Theresa Pitman 539-5280 
 

Membership 

Ron & Carol Weber  829-8906 
 

NARFE-PAC 

Greg Neuner  539-1013 
 

Newsletter 

Editor: David Fiske 604-0504 
davidfiske17@gmail.com 

Email: Pat Brady-Rice  
215-805-7782 

narfenews@gmail.com 
 

Public Relations 

David Fiske 604-0504 
 

Service Officer 

Mike Buso  703-861-9180 
 

Social Committee 

Carol & Ron Weber 829-8906 
 

Sunshine 
Cece Niemi 

sumien@mchsi.com  
 

50/50 Raffle 
Vinny Rice 215-805-7783 

 

 

 

https://2019cbpp.shutterfly.com/
mailto:davidfiske17@gmail.com
mailto:narfenews@gmail.com
mailto:suomien@mchsi.com
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 
Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with: Carol Weber 

30923 Sea Breeze Lane, Ocean View DE, 19970: (302) 829-8906 or caw09@mchsi.com 
Please note I will respond to each email reservation. If you don’t receive an email response from me, please contact me again. 
 

Please make reservations for__________ Member(s)__________ Guest(s) for 
Thursday, May 9, 2019 at Noon at 1776 Restaurant in Midway Mall, Rt. 1 (near the theaters) 
Price: $17.00 per person (which includes gratuities) 
 

Reservations must be made by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday before the luncheon.  
Walk-ins are welcome and can order lunch from the regular 1776 Restaurant menu. 

 
Luncheon Selections: 
_____ (1) Chicken Parmesan over Pasta 
_____ (2) Roast Beef  and Swiss Wrap, chips and pickles 
_____ (3) Oysters on Caesar Salad 

      Dessert: Chocolate Cake 
My check in the amount of  $________ made payable to “NARFE Chapter 12690” is enclosed. 

(Notice: persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals). 
 
Names (Please Print): Member(s) ____________________ Guest(s) ____________________ 

Thirty-four members and guests attended our April luncheon on a cool but sunny spring day.  
Our guest speaker, Doug Hudson, 4th District Sussex County Councilman, gave a very informal talk, 
which was well received by all members.  Doug is a newly-elected councilman, and while he is actively 
learning about the job, he said he has agenda items he would like to accomplish during his term.  His 
presentation was followed by many questions from the members.  We all enjoyed his talk and wish him 
the best in his new position.    

We are looking forward to next month when our guest speaker will be Thomas Summers, Man-
ager, Outreach Services at Delaware Public Archives.  He will present a program titled, “Treasures of 
the Archives.”  It is sure to be a very interesting presentation, and we hope you don’t miss it.   

The date of the luncheon is Thursday, May 9th.  Be sure to have your reservation in by Tuesday, 
May 7th at 5:00 pm.  If not received by the 7th, the reservation may not be accepted (but you’re still wel-
come as a walk-in). Also try to arrive at the luncheon by 11:45, so as not to delay getting all the orders 
to the kitchen.   

Let’s continue to grow our attendance at the luncheons.  Hope to see you on May 9th. 

NARFE Delaware Federation Annual Meeting 

The Delaware Federation is holding its annual meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2019. The meeting 
begins at 10:00 AM, in Building III, Luther Village, which is located in Dover behind the Safeway and 
Target stores.   
 All NARFE members are welcome to attend. Any chapter members who would like more 

information can contact Larry Trombello at (302) 430-7689.  

mailto:caw09@mchsi.com
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May 2019 
 

LUNCHEON RESERVATION 

We continue to hold our own in 2019. We lost four members to non-renewal, but only three to 
transfer-outs. National’s new renewal application has seemed to stop the confusion. The three 
transfer-outs never moved and will most likely transfer back-in to Chapter 1690.  I’m also contacting 
the non-renewals to make sure they didn’t just overlook their dues, which is often the case.  

As always think recruitment!  During your travels please approach former federal employees, 
invite them to our luncheon, or have them call me and I’ll take it from there.  Each and every federal 
employee or retiree should join NARFE- numbers = strength. Spending $40 per year is a small price 
to pay to protect your pension and health insurance benefits. 
 

Membership Report 

 Dec./18 Jan./19 Feb. Mar. 

Mem. 1st of month 307 303 307 306 

New Members 0 0 1 1 

Reinstatements 0  2  0 0 

Transfer-Ins  0  2  2 1 

Transfer-Out  2  0 0 1 

Deceased 0  0  0  1 

Dropped Non-Renewal  2  0 0  3 

Members end of month 303 307 310 307 
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OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

May 2019 Newsletter 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921” 

Did you miss the April Chapter Newsletter? 

 Those of  you who get this newsletter by regular mail may have noticed that you did not receive 
the April newsletter. We apologize.  Due to problems beyond our control with our printer/mailer, we 
were unable to produce a hard-copy version of  the newsletter last month, and were only able to send 
out the email version to our on-line subscribers. 
 
 This raises a question for those of  you getting mail delivery. Would you like to be added to the 
email list? That way you can be guaranteed to not only get every issue, but also get notices we may 
send out via email that we do not have time to mail.  
 
 There are two options. You can switch from regular mail to email delivery. Or if  you choose, 
you can add your name to the email list but still receive the mailed version. In either case, email your 
preference – and your email address - to our newsletter editor at davidfiske17@gmail.com. 
 
 Thank you for your continued interest in Chapter 1690. 

Address block 


