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President’s Column                  Bill Jenkins 

Greetings, Chapter 1690! I hope everyone is healthy and happy! 

I hate to start off on a downer, but we have decided to cancel the next 
luncheon meeting, scheduled for Thursday, March 10, because of 
lingering concerns about the virus.  

I’m cautiously optimistic that we will be able to resume meeting in 
person come springtime. Does that mean April 14? Too early to make 
that call, but we are learning to live our lives with the virus. As you 
know, Governor Carney recently lifted the indoor mask mandate, 
effective 8 AM on Friday, February 11, and people are going out to eat 
again. [Just in time for Valentine’s Day!] I was at 1776 recently to 
celebrate my wife’s birthday and it felt good to be dining indoors again 
without having to enter with a mask on. Of course, it’s still up to the 
individual business as to whether or not you need to wear a mask. I 
have noticed a higher percentage of shoppers wearing masks in 
grocery stores as opposed to other indoor businesses.  

On a related note about virus concerns, the NARFE Region II VP 
cancelled the Region II Training Academy, scheduled for March 13-15 
in York, PA. If you made your own reservation at the host hotel, the 
Wyndam Garden Hotel, you should cancel it. Frankly, I’m not aware of 
anyone in the Chapter that had planned to go. If I’m wrong, please let 
me know. My understanding is that this Training Academy will be held 
at a later date, perhaps in the fall.  

The Chapter is looking for a new Alzheimer’s Committee Chair. John 
Pitman has done a great job in recent years with this very worthwhile 
role, but he feels his current health does not allow him to devote the 
time and energy needed. If anyone would be willing to step up, 
PLEASE let me know via email.  

Finally, as I indicated in last month’s Newsletter, we have 180 national 
members in our geographic area. [This is in addition to 240 active 
Chapter members.] We have been able to get information from 
NARFE HQ on who these people are. Hopefully, we will be able to 
convince a few of them that there is value in belonging to a Chapter. 

Well, I think that’s all I have to report this month. If anyone has any 
thoughts or comments, please feel free to email me. Stay healthy and 
active! Thank you for your time! 
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NARFE-PAC Report                                                         Greg Neuner 

March is NARFE-PAC Month 

Every March NARFE urges members to support our Political Action Committee. Here are the top 
five reasons to contribute to NARFE-PAC: 

1. Helping elect members of Congress who support the federal community  
2. Building strong relationships with lawmakers, a key component of winning legislative fights  
3. Ensuring the federal community is a powerful political force across the country  
4. Pooling individual contributions to maximize impact nationwide  
5. Empowering our strongest supporters to become leaders in our fight  

During normal times we would collect contributions at our March luncheon meeting. Since we won’t 
have a chapter meeting in March we urge you to donate using the form in NARFE Magazine. It is 
important to include your member number on the contribution form. You can find your member 
number on the magazine’s address label. To make sure our chapter gets credit, please add 
“CH1690” after your member number. You can also contribute online at the NARFE website 
www.narfe.org You access the NARFE-PAC page by clicking on the “Advocacy” tab at the top of 
the NARFE home page. 

Our chapter is less than halfway to our goal of $4,000. We need your support. Let’s protect the 
benefits we worked so hard to earn. 

NARFE-PAC Campaign Reaches Halfway Point 

December 31st marked the end of the fourth quarter for the 2021-2022 campaign. NARFE 
Headquarters announced that $902,343 has been raised so far. That is nearly 49% of the national 
goal of $1.85 million. Here at Chapter 1690, 27 members have contributed $1,703. That is 43% of 
our $4,000 goal. For the Delaware Federation, 66 members have contributed $3,511. In addition, 
36 national-only members in Delaware contributed $1,295 giving us a Delaware-wide total of 
$4,806. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our Political Action Committee so far this cycle. You 
are helping NARFE protect our pensions and benefits by supporting the election campaigns of 
legislators who support federal employees and retirees.

                             !!! SCAM ALERT !!! 
Scammers are pretending to be government employees. They may threaten you and demand 
immediate payment to avoid arrest or other legal action. Do not be fooled. If you receive a 
suspicious call: 1) HANG UP!  
                         2) DO NO GIVE THEM MONEY OR PERSONAL INFORMATION! 
                         3) REPORT THE SCAM AT oig.ssa.gov

http://oig.ssa.gov
http://www.narfe.org/
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Alzheimer’s Chairperson Needed 

Our chapter is looking for an Alzheimer’s Chairperson.  This is not that demanding of a position.  
Please consider volunteering to be our chairperson.  As chairperson you will collect contributions 
from chapter members for Alzheimer’s Research.  You will forward these contributions to the DE 
Federation Alzheimer’s Chairperson who will in turn send them on to Alzheimer’s Research.  
Additionally, as you hear or read about items relating to Alzheimer’s Disease, advancements, or 
cures, you provide that information to our chapter members through a brief article in the newsletter 
and a brief report at a membership meeting.  Playing a role in finding a cure for Alzheimer’s 
Disease is a win-win for all of us. 

Volunteering—Lifelong Service to Others 

As many of us left federal service we did not slip into the easy chair or rocker.  We picked up where 
we left off serving others.  Chapter 1690 Coastal Delaware would like to highlight some of the 
important work and community support our members have undertaken since leaving federal 
service.  We know that many are making tremendous impacts in non-profit work, mission work or 
with community groups both here in Coastal Delaware and around the world. As we all know 
federal employee’s many times get a “bad rap” and only during Public Service Recognition week is 
the good work both in and out of government highlighted.  Your chapter is truly interested.  We 
know for instance that one member has helped a food pantry in the acquisition of a building, we 
know that multiple members read to children, some serve on non-profit boards and we know that 
multiple members make an impact with a local community group in serving others in so many 
ways.  Please share with others.  This is a way we can highlight the work of the federal community 
as well as encourage others to serve.  If you so inclined, please let us know what you are up to and 
email that information to Shirley Edwards shirleyj206@gmail.com.  When we are able to resume 
our monthly meetings, we might ask you to share some of this positive news in a world that seems 
to go for the negative.  We thank everyone in advance for joining us.

Treasurer’s Report               JoAnn Teiken 

January’s income was $60.52 (National Remittance) making January’s ending balance $8,463.61. 
The treasurer’s report will stand pending future audit.  

mailto:shirleyj206@gmail.com
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Advocacy                                                                     Kenneth Sosne 

1) The OPM backlog of claims continues in all areas. The current backlog for new claims of all 
types is more than 90 days. 

2) The Senate and the House in Washington have been in session since the beginning of 
January. At this time all eyes are focused on the Supreme Court nominee and the House 
Select Committee on January 6 issues. 

3) WEP Offset, Equalization of Cola’s and retirement issue work has slowed as the Senate and 
House are focused elsewhere. 

4) As of this newsletter all changes to annuities should be in place the COLA for your 
respective system and health and other benefit cost changes. 

5) 1099’s for OPM and the TSP have been mailed. If you have not received your necessary 
information, you can check the various on-line sites for the respective payments. The 
documents should be posted. 

6) The 151st Delaware legislature held session through January. They are now working in Joint 
Finance Committee Hearings for the budget.   You can keep informed about all events at 
Legislative Hall at legis.delaware.gov. 

7) Fraud against retirees and seniors has not slowed. No one from any federal agency should 
be calling and asking for personal information. The scams are getting slicker so when in 
doubt whether on a home computer or smartphone delete anything that looks unusual. 

8) NARFE has started to provide non-partisan information and encourage participation in the 
2022 mid-term elections.  The total House of Representatives and 1/3 of the Senate are up 
for election. 

9) NARFE FEDHub has been in place for about two months. Five communities of practice 
have been started that highlight various areas of interest to retired federal, military and 
postal employees.  You can reach the site at https://fedhub.narfe.org/home. 

10)As always if you need assistance, please contact the appropriate Chapter 1690 Officer or 
Committee Chair listed in the newsletter. 

https://fedhub.narfe.org/home


NARFE Chapter 1690 

Coastal Sussex 

2022 Officers 

                              

President: Bill Jenkins 2022 bill.jenkins1@verizon.net 302-945-6969  
  Cell  410-980-8836  

VP: Larry Trombello 2022 trombello@comcast.net 302-430-7669 

Secretary: Martha Justice 2022 jjandmj.46@gmail.com 302-664-1231 

Treasurer: JoAnn Teiken 2022 JOTEIKEN@msn.com 240-481-4623 

Members at large: 

Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 
Carol Weber 2022 caw09@mchsi.com 610-858-2447  
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 

Nominating Committee: 

Vinny Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7783 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 

Committee Chairs 

Alzheimer’s: John Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com (302) 539-5280 
      Cell     (302) 344-6050 
Chaplain: Theresa Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com 302-539-5280 
Membership: Ron Weber   rjw98@mchsi.com   302-829-8906 
Service Officer: Mike Buso   buso.mike@gmail.com  703-861-9180 
Advocacy: Ken Sosne   ksosne@yahoo.com   302-644-1875 
Sunshine: Cece Niemi   suomien@mchsi.com  703-795-6588 
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Public Relations: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Social: JoAnn Teiken   joteiken@msn.com   240-481-4623 (cell) 
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner  grneuner@yahoo.com  302-539-1013 
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