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President’s Column

Bill Jenkins

Greetings, Chapter 1690! As I’m writing this, it’s 94 degrees outside
as we’re feeling our first heat spell! So much for Spring!
Our May 12 luncheon meeting at 1776 Restaurant was a success!
There were 37 members in attendance and I thank all those who
came! We had an excellent luncheon speaker, Todd Lawson, the
Sussex County Administrator. Mr. Lawson gave an excellent power
point presentation on how his office is responsible for carrying out
the wishes and directives of the Sussex County Council. Most
importantly, he gave a clear explanation on the new property tax
reassessment program and was able to answer a number of
questions on that topic. A key thing to remember is the firm who is
conducting the survey does NOT come into your home. Also, your
Executive Board, including the Board of Directors and Committee
Chairs met via Zoom on May 4. In addition, I represented the
Chapter in a Delaware Federation Zoom call on May 10.
We have another top speaker scheduled for our next luncheon
meeting on Thursday, June 16. [Please note that we are
meeting on June 16, the third Thursday, not June 9, our normal
second Thursday of the month.] We will be joined by Ms. Shante
Hastings, who is the Deputy Secretary and Chief Engineer of the
Delaware Dept. of Transportation. She is the highest ranking
career employee in DelDOT and, I understand, an excellent public
speaker. Her bio appears elsewhere in this Newsletter. I know you
will want to hear what she has to say about traffic and roads in
Sussex County, frequently cited as a major issue in the County. I
hope we have a great turnout for her! Keep in mind that DelDOT is
not the organization who approves all the residential construction
we see every day. So I know you will be kind to our guest!
Here’s a few quick items of importance:
We need someone to volunteer to stand for election as Chapter
Treasurer. JoAnn Teiken will be doing a lot of traveling this fall and
is ready to turn over her role. — Continued page 3
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SHANTÉ HASTINGS, June Luncheon Speaker

Shanté Hastings is the Deputy Secretary/Chief Engineer for the Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT), where she has worked since graduating from the University of Delaware
in 2000 with a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering. Shanté is responsible for implementation of
the Department’s $650 million annual Capital Transportation Program delivered by her team of 450
staff statewide. She also serves as the Secretary’s designee on national policy issues and is the
Department’s liaison with the Federal Highway Administration.
In 2013, Shanté was awarded the Young Engineer of the Year Award by the Delaware Engineering
Society in recognition of her work in the field of engineering and community service. She currently
serves on the boards for Leadership Delaware, the Delaware State Fair and the Joshua M.
Freeman Foundation. Shanté has enjoyed staying involved with her alma mater. She is a Past
President of the University of Delaware Alumni Association and currently serves as the Vice
President of the University of Delaware Kent and Sussex Counties Alumni Club. Shanté is a proud
member of Sigma Kappa Sorority and has stayed active as a chapter advisor. She also enjoys

AT T E N T I O N A C T I V E A N D
CHAPTER MEMBERS!

RETIRED USPS

If you are an active or retired USPS Chapter member, I want to
know! Unfortunately, NARFE does not keep records of a
member's agency of employment. I want to know how many
postal workers/retirees are in Chapter 1690; the reason being
if there are quite a few, I would like to devote more attention to
your group. Personally, I never worked for the USPS except
part-time work during college. I dealt a lot with USPS over the
years when I worked for the Public Buildings Service of GSA.
So let me hear from you. All I need is an email giving me your
name and email address. I will respond that I received your
information. If you do not get a response from me, please
contact me again. I will ask our Membership Chair, Ron Weber,
to confirm your status. I will let everyone know in the next
Newsletter how many USPS folks are out there. Thanks!
Bill Jenkins
President, Chapter 1690
bill.jenkins1@verizon.net
NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”
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Continued from page 1
Larry and Kathy Trombello are serving as temporary Social Committee Chairs. We would love to
have a new Chair in place for the September luncheon.
June will be our last in person meeting until September as we traditionally take July and August off
for the summer.
National and Regional Elections will be held this August. [It annoys me that HQ picks the biggest
vacation month of the year to have elections.] Anyway, you can follow these events in the NARFE
Monthly Magazine. Our own Ken Sosne, our Advocacy Committee Chair, is running for Region II
VP. I personally commend Ken for stepping up to volunteer since no one else had announced their
candidacy at the time he filed. It remains to be seen if there will be other candidates. Good luck,
Ken!
Gary Roundtree, our current Region II VP, is running for National President. Gary is from Maryland.
Everyone has their own criteria for voting in an election. Since NARFE only has two nationwide
elected positions, President and Secretary/Treasurer, one of my criteria is will these two people
commit to working at HQ vs working remotely? You have to be in the DC area to know what’s going
on at OPM and on Capitol Hill that can affect Federal employees and retirees. This is especially so
now that Barb Sido, the NARFE Executive Director has left to pursue other opportunities. That
announcement was not given much attention.
One last thing, NARFE’s national convention FEDCON ’22, will be held in August in Scottsdale,
Arizona. It would be great to have at least one Chapter 1690 member attend. Both the DE
Federation and our Chapter can help pay for part of the expenses. If you’re interested, please email
me.
I’ve gone on too long. Thank you for your time and I hope to see a great crowd on June 16! Be
safe and healthy!
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM
Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with: Larry Trombello
302-430-7689 or trombello@comcast.net
Please note I will respond to each email reservation. If you don’t receive an email response from
me, please contact me again.
When contacting Larry, please give names (members and guests) and luncheon choices for
Thursday, June 16, 2022, at Noon at 1776 Steakhouse in Midway Center, Rt. 1 (beside the movie
theaters)
Price $19.00 per person (which includes gratuities)
Reservations MUST be made by 5:00 pm on Thursday, June 9, 2022.
1776 Restaurant requires us to have enough reservations in order to make it cost effective for the
restaurant.
The meeting will be cancelled if we do not have enough reservations. If necessary, you will be
notified of the cancellation on Friday, June 10th.

Luncheon selections:
_____(1) Grilled sausage and peppers with wild rice
_____(2) Tuna melt on an English muffin, chips and
pickles
_____(3) Grilled chicken Caesar salad
Dessert: Strawberry short cake
Payment is due upon arrival. Cash or checks made out to NARFE Chapter 1690.
Notice: Persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals.

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”
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Advocacy

Kenneth Sosne

The OPM backlog of claims declines nearly 4% after a series of record highs.
OPM and TSP will be changing security protocols for online access due to scammers and hackers.
Please be on the lookout for correspondence requiring account log-in changes.
Social Security was expected to start in-person office services on April 7. People are asked to
make appointments online. We have no confirmation if the Nassau Vineyards office on Route 9 has
re-opened. Please check the SSA website.
The Postal Reform bill passed both houses of Congress and has been signed. In many ways, it
seems to protect existing health benefits for current and retired federal employees.
The Secure Act is making its way through Congress. This will impact how and when TSP funds
need to be withdrawn and potentially impact other retirement accounts including age related
distributions. Please talk to your tax professional for guidance.
The Joint Finance Committee Hearings for the DE budget are on-going and again have asked for
feedback from constituents. Please check the DE Legislative website.
There is lots of activity regarding zoning and water issues in Sussex County and surrounding
towns. If you are interested, the local newspapers covers these issues.
Delaware is considering a $300 economic relief payment for all taxpayers that filed in DE for 2020.
NARFE National is encouraging people to set up a profile in FEDHub. https://fedhub.narfe.org/
home
NARFE National is again reminding people that tax filing scams are proliferating. If the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) needs to contact you, they will mail a letter first. The IRS will never send
text messages or contact people through social media to get personal information or collect a tax
debt. The IRS will never demand immediate payment using pre-paid gift and debit cards.
Another scam is text messages seemingly from your own cell telephone. Just delete and do not
click.
As always if you need assistance, please contact the appropriate Chapter 1690 Officer or
Committee Chair listed in the newsletter.
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NARFE Chapter 1690
Coastal Sussex
2022 Officers

President: Bill Jenkins

2022

bill.jenkins1@verizon.net
Cell

302-945-6969
410-980-8836

VP: Larry Trombello

2022

trombello@comcast.net

302-430-7689

Secretary: Martha Justice

2022

jjandmj.46@gmail.com

302-664-1231

Treasurer: JoAnn Teiken

2022

JOTEIKEN@msn.com

240-481-4623

2022
2022
2022

MLRYAN1@msn.com
caw09@mchsi.com
patnvin@gmail.com

302-537-1117
610-858-2447
215-805-7782

2022
2022
2022

patnvin@gmail.com
patnvin@gmail.com
MLRYAN1@msn.com

215-805-7783
215-805-7782
302-537-1117

Members at large:
Maria Ryan
Carol Weber
Pat Brady-Rice
Nominating Committee:
Vinny Rice
Pat Brady-Rice
Maria Ryan
Committee Chairs
Alzheimer’s: Debby Pecoraro
Chaplain: Theresa Pitman
Membership: Ron Weber
Service Officer: Mike Buso
Advocacy: Ken Sosne
Sunshine: Cece Niemi
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards
Public Relations: Shirley Edwards
Social: JoAnn Teiken
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner

denuve@aol..com
beachmouse7@mchsi.com
rjw98@mchsi.com
buso.mike@gmail.com
ksosne@yahoo.com
suomien@mchsi.com
shirleyj206@gmail.com
shirleyj206@gmail.com
joteiken@msn.com
grneuner@yahoo.com

302-500-1766
302-539-5280
302-829-8906
703-861-9180
302-644-1875
703-795-6588
208-340-7033 (cell)
208-340-7033 (cell)
240-481-4623 (cell)
302-539-1013
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NARFE-PAC Report

Greg Neuner

NARFE has released the results of contributions to the Political Action Committee through March
31st. That is is the end of the fifth quarter of the two year cycle. Nationally NARFE has raised
$1,192,096 toward the goal of $1.85 million. That is 65% of the national goal. The organization has
disbursed $824,500 to candidates toward a goal of $1.35 million. That is 61% of the goal. There
were no distributions to our Delaware representatives. Lisa Blunt Rochester’s campaign has
received $2,000. Neither of our senators has received a contribution from NARFE.
Our Chapter 1690 has raised $2,345 from 28 members. That is 59% of our goal of $4,000. The
Delaware Federation has raised $4,753 from 73 members. In addition, Delaware’s national-only
members have contributed $1,827.
As we have noted in the past, NARFE is the only organization in Washington that lobbies to
advance and protect our benefits as federal employees and retirees. AARP lobbies to protect
Medicare and Social Security but not government pensions, COLAs, health insurance or the Office
of Personnel Management. If you have not already contributed to NARFE-PAC please consider
doing so. Your benefits depend on a strong NARFE presence on Capitol Hill.

Alzheimer’s Report

Debby Pecoraro

June is “Alzheimer’s Awareness Month.”
meeting.

The chapter will be soliciting donations at the June

Treasurer’s Report

JoAnn Teiken

April’s income was $665.00 (luncheon), $58.00 (50/50), and $127.52 (national remittance) for a
total income of $850.52. Expenses were $850.52 for the luncheon. April’s ending balance was
$8,919.73. The treasurer’s report will stand pending future audit.
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