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President’s Column                  Bill Jenkins 

Season’s Greetings, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year to all 
Coastal Sussex Chapter 1690 members! I wish all of you a healthy 
and happy time of year! 

I’m your new Chapter President; so thank you for allowing me to 
replace Carl Bouchard. Carl, you will be a tough act to follow. RIP, 
Carl. I’m not going to bore you with my background as it has been 
published in a previous Chapter newsletter. I’m happy to send that 
to anyone who hasn’t seen it. I’m also happy to briefly narrate it at 
our January meeting if requested.  

At this time, I also want to thank Larry Trombello for agreeing to 
stay on as Vice President. His advice and guidance will be 
invaluable to me. Also, I thank our other Board officers for agreeing 
to serve: Martha Justice, Secretary; JoAnn Teiken, Treasurer; and 
Maria Ryan and Carol Weber, Members at Large. Thanks also to 
all our Committee chairs who do a great job! Their names are in 
the newsletter.  

At our monthly membership meeting/luncheon on December 9, I 
told the attendees that I wanted to have a conversation and 
dialogue with all of the Chapter members. How would I do that, you 
say? Well, I’m going to outline below a little survey and ask all of 
you to feel free to give me your comments via email. I will go over 
the results of this exercise with everyone in attendance at our next 
membership meeting/luncheon on Thursday, January 13, therefore 
that will replace our traditional monthly guest speaker segment. I 
don’t plan to try and reinvent the wheel, so me being the “guest” 
speaker is not something I’m planning to do on a regular basis. In 
fact, I’ve already lined up a verbal commitment for the February 10 
meeting. I can’t think of a better time to have this conversation than 
now with the New Year coming and me as your new President. So, 
please bear with me in asking for your thoughts and ideas as I will 
outline below.  

This “survey” will not be the formal kind that you may be used to 
completing. Our country has gone crazy with surveys and we’re 
making the survey companies rich! — Continued next page
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Continued from previous page — So I ask you to give me your thoughts and ideas, in narrative 
form, to any or all of the questions below. I’ll keep your remarks confidential and try to roll them into 
trends that you as members feel are important. I’ll report the trends at our January meeting. So here 
goes: 

1. FIRST TOPIC: In general, what do you want from the Chapter? The social aspect of the monthly 
luncheons? More information in our excellent Chapter Newsletter? If so, what kind? What are your 
expectations about what the Chapter should be doing? A lot of people in the Chapter volunteer for a 
lot of roles which can be very time-consuming. Hopefully, it’s worthwhile to all of you. If not, here’s 
your chance for input. Would you be willing to help implement any new ideas you have? 

2. SECOND TOPIC:  Now, about the monthly membership meeting/luncheons. Are they held too 
often or is once a month about right? Do you like the current format? Do you like the restaurant and 
food choices and price? [I will tell you that switching from 1776 will be difficult. We tried this before 
and failed. Most regular attendees are happy with the current arrangement.] 

Do you like the guest speakers? What type of speakers are we lacking? In 2022, my initial thought 
was to have reps from Sussex County, the Delaware State Police, DELDOT, the NARFE Regional 
VP,  and, because 2022 is an election year, local politicians. We seem to have quite a few health 
issue speakers. Do you like that or can you get their information elsewhere?  

Here’s the key question about our luncheon meetings: What motivates you to attend or not? For me 
in the past, it was the speakers. If I wanted to hear what they had to say, I would usually attend. 
Frankly, I’m not proud of saying that. I should have attended more meetings because I cared about 
the Chapter. Therefore, I determined to get more involved with the Chapter. We just recently 
resumed our meetings in person because of the virus. Is the virus still keeping you away? I’d be 
willing to bet that our attendees are all vaccinated and 1776 keeps plenty of hand sanitizer on all 
the tables.  

3. THIRD TOPIC: National NARFE. Is what goes on in DC important to you? Does the monthly 
magazine give you enough information or would you like to hear more? Do you care about what 
goes on in HQ? Do you care about what goes on in other parts of NARFE nationwide or in other 
Delaware Chapters? Frankly, I sometimes wonder how NARFE at HQ supports a particular piece of 
legislation when NARFE is chartered as a bi-partisan, non-profit, trade association. But maybe 
that’s just me.  

Anyway, those are the broad topical areas that I’d like you to address. Feel free to comment on all 
topics or just some or add you own. You don’t need to write an essay. Brevity will be appreciated. 
We have about 240 Chapter members that get our Newsletter. I may be sorry I asked for this, but I 
hope not. I really do want to hear from you. I don’t plan to respond to each submission as I’m 
looking for trends. Please try to respond by January 3.  The one thing I really do hope for is that you 
will attend our next meeting on January 13 to hear the results. Thank you for your time! 

Bill Jenkins 
Email: bill.jenkins1@verizon.net

mailto:bill.jenkins1@verizon.net
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NARFE-PAC Report                                                         Greg Neuner 

New Annuity Withholding Option for NARFE-PAC Sustainers 

Members who support NARFE-PAC through monthly payments can now make their payments 
using direct withholding from their annuities each month. Up to now, payments had to be charged 
to members’ credit cards. Current sustainers are being contacted by NARFE about this change. If 
you want to become a sustainer you can sign up by completing a form on the NARFE website. 
Once you complete the form you will receive instructions from NARFE about using your OPM 
online account to process your annuity withholding. More information is available in the December 
NARFE Magazine. 

This change allows NARFE-PAC to avoid credit card charges which means your entire contribution 
goes to work to help NARFE protect our hard earned benefits.  

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Solutions for Problems with Luncheon Reservations 

We had a number of late luncheon reservation requests for the December meeting due mainly to 
technology failure.  Some members sent luncheon reservation emails to Jo Ann which she never 
received. Several members did not get the email newsletter which contained the Luncheon 
Reservation Form and list of menu choices even though Pat sent it.  Technology is great when it 
works but when it doesn’t it’s a pain. 

I think there are some ways that we can get around this in the future:   

1st  Jo Ann answers all luncheon reservation emails and phone calls.  It might not be more than a 
“Got It” but Jo Ann will answer.  If you send an email and don’t hear back from Jo Ann in a 
reasonable time, send another email or even call Jo Ann. 

2nd  Shirley is doing a wonderful job with the newsletter in format, content and getting it out early.  
The December newsletter went out around the 20th of November.  If you have not received your 
newsletter by the end of the month, contact Pat Rice and let her know so she can resend it. 

3rd  We always meet the second Thursday of the month.  Mark your calendar if you need to.  Your 
luncheon reservation needs to get to Jo Ann by 5:00 P.M. the Thursday one week before the 
meeting date.  Again, mark your calendar so you are on time. 

Many thanks to Tom and Tammy at 1776 for being patient with us and working with us through 
December’s luncheon count. — Larry Trombello, Vice President 

Membership Report                  Ron Weber 

Current membership is 241 plus 180 national-only members making the total 421. He is trying to 
determine the number of federal employees in Sussex County.
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 

Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with:  JoAnn Teiken 
 (240) 481-4623 or joteiken@msn.com  

Please note I will respond to each email reservation.  If you don’t receive an email response from 
me, please contact me again. 

When contacting JoAnn, please give names (members and guests) and luncheon choices for 
Thursday, January 13, 2022, at Noon at 1776 Steakhouse in Midway Center, Rt. 1 (beside the 
movie theaters) 

Price $19.00 per person (which includes gratuities) 

Reservations MUST be made by 5:00 pm on Thursday, January 6, 2022.  

1776 Restaurant requires us to have enough reservations in order to make it cost effective for the 
restaurant. 

The meeting will be cancelled if we do not have enough reservations. If necessary, you will be 
notified of the cancellation on Friday, January 7th. 

Luncheon Selections: 

_____(1)  Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable 

_____(2)  Cup of lobster bisque, one-half chicken salad sandwich, chips and pickles 

_____(3)  Grilled salmon Ceasar salad 

Dessert:  Chocolate cake 

Payment due upon arrival. Cash or checks made out to NARFE Chapter 1690.  

Notice: Persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals. 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

mailto:joteiken@msn.com
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Advocacy                                                                     Kenneth Sosne 

• The legislature in Dover is currently out of session. Redistricting was the one last activity 
completed. 

• OPM is still tackling a backlog of claims in all areas. The current backlog for new claims of all 
types is more than 90 days as of late November. The backlog of claims rose an additional 1% in 
November. 

• Congressman Gerry Connelly has introduced bills on benefits equity and personnel: 

   1. Making the COLA equal across FERS and CSRS 

   2. Addressing the social security offset for CSRS retirees 

   3. Spelling out specific requirements for an OPM Director asking the position be non-political 

• The Combined Federal Campaign is still on-going. 

• Discussions still are continuing how to get the federal workforce back into the office after COVID. 

•  A bill has been introduced to bring TSA employees into the GS Schedule with labor rights. No 
additional information. 

• NARFE launched FEDHub, an online member community — https://fedhub.narfe.org/home 

• January annuity payments will reflect the increased healthcare premiums and COLA increases of 
5.9% for CSRS and 4.9% for FERS. 

• The standard Part B Medicare premium will be $170.10 for 2022. The largest increase in program 
history, but Social Security is getting its highest COLA as well. Part A and B deductibles will 
increase. 

• Please be aware of multiple scams regarding Medicare and Social Security. Neither agency will 
call you and ask for personal information or charge you for basic changes such as issuance of a 
new card. The scams are getting more sophisticated including phishing emails on your 
smartphone. Hang up or delete, never click. 

Treasurer’s Report               JoAnn Teiken 

October’s ending balance was $7,993.65. Income for November was $1,204.08 including $528.00 
from Boscov’s fundraising. Total expenses were $890.00 which included a $100.00 donation to 
Milford’s Second Street Players in the name of Carl Bouchard and $250.00 donation to the NARFE 
National Alzheimer Research Fund. November’s ending balance was $8,308.73. The treasurer’s 
report will stand pending audit. 

http://FEDHub
https://fedhub.narfe.org/home
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NARFE Chapter 1690 

Coastal Sussex 

2022 Officers 

President: Bill Jenkins 2022 bill.jenkins1@verizon.net 302-945-6969  
  Cell  410-980-8836  

VP: Larry Trombello 2022 trombello@comcast.net 302-430-7669 

Secretary: Martha Justice 2022 jjandmj.46@gmail.com 302-664-1231 

Treasurer: JoAnn Teiken 2022 JOTEIKEN@msn.com 240-481-4623 

Members at large: 

Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 
Carol Weber 2022 linda-berwick@comcast.net 302-436-4261 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
  

Nominating Committee: 

Vinny Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7783 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 

Committee Chairs 

Alzheimer’s: John Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com (302) 539-5280 
      Cell     (302) 344-6050 
Chaplain: Theresa Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com 302-539-5280 
Membership: Ron Weber   rjw98@mchsi.com   302-829-8906 
Service Officer: Mike Buso   buso.mike@gmail.com  703-861-9180 
Advocacy: Ken Sosne   ksosne@yahoo.com   302-644-1875 
Sunshine: Cece Niemi   suomien@mchsi.com  703-795-6588 
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Public Relations: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Social: JoAnn Teiken   joteiken@msn.com   240-481-4623 (cell) 
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner  grneuner@yahoo.com  302-539-1013 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

New Chapter Officers (left to right): Bill Jenkins, President; JoAnn Teiken, Treasurer; Carol Weber, 
Member-At-Large; Martha Justice, Secretary; Larry Trombello, Vice President
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Photos taken at the December luncheon



NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Page 9                  Chapter 1690

Al Frantic entertained us 
with a variety of music and 
songs.
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