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Delaware Federation Conference Wrap-up 

As they (supposedly) say at the conclusion of making movies, “That’s a 
wrap!”      

Well, at the June luncheon, we’ll have our own “wrap-up” of the just-
completed June 5 Biennial Delaware Federation Conference that this year our 
chapter was in charge of organizing.  

Carl Bouchard, Larry Trombello, and Carol Weber, who all provided 
leadership in the year-long planning effort, will be providing informative and 
humorous perspectives on this conference. Larry served as the Conference 
Chair and Master of Ceremonies keeping the day’s events on schedule. Our 
luncheon meeting recap can be a basis for other chapters to learn from in 
planning future Federation conferences.  (We can relax – our next turn will not 
be until 2029). 

At our June luncheon meeting, we will be recognizing the many Chapter 
members who contributed to this enormous effort: coordinating with national 
and federation NARFE officials; contacting potential speakers; selling ads for 
the program brochure; obtaining materials for the registration packet; taking 
registrations; stuffing the registration envelopes; staffing the registration desk 
and informational tables; organizing the program brochure; taking 
photographs; and attending the sessions. We will have additional details and 
pictures in the September 2019 Chapter Newsletter. 

Well Done, Chapter 1690! 

The featured presentation at the June 13 chapter luncheon will be a 
performance by a local singing group – the “Singers of Note” – that regularly 
performs for community organizations and retirement homes, and at public 
events, such as the Delaware Hospice Festival and concerts at the Bethany 
Bandstand.  

They will be bringing to our luncheon an extensive repertoire of 
popular songs, old standards, and patriotic music being performed by about 15 
members, accompanied by a keyboard. The group was founded in 2000 by 
their director, Ann Jaeger, a retired music teacher, and the full ensemble 
consists of about 44 members. The ensemble is also known as the “AARP 
Singers” since all of the group are members of the local chapter of AARP.   

This will be a joyous way to mark our final luncheon of the season, so 
make your reservations now and get ready to clap your hands! 

“Singers of  Note” to Perform at June Luncheon 



Delaware Archives is Treasure Trove of  Historical Documents 
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There is a treasure trove of interesting documents held in the Delaware 
Public archives, including important historical photos and information about the 
state’s residents, our May luncheon speaker, Thomas Summers, Manager of 
Outreach and Public Services, told chapter members. 
 He gave a slide presentation showing us numerous photos and documents 
from throughout the state’s history - from a photo of the original 1683 Royal 
Charter of Delaware up to a 1955 aerial photo of the road intersection at Five 
Points (that showed that it was just as complicated then as now!) 

Many of the documents have great historical interest, including: 

 1776 document for recruiting Delaware soldiers into the Continental Army  

 1787 petition to the state from New Castle County suggesting that Delaware should be 
considered as a location for the nation’s capital 

 1861 letter from the Governor of Maryland to the Governor of Delaware stating his 
concern about whether Delaware would side with the north or the south if the Union 
should dissolve 

 1862 photo of a Delaware slave, the oldest photo in the archives  

  Miscellaneous interesting photos and documents, including: an 1863 railroad schedule; an 
1893 Governor’s Thanksgiving Day proclamation; a KKK clan rally from the 1920s; and 
WW II ration coupons.  

 1950s telegram to the governor asking for police protection for 11 students attempting to 
integrate Milford High School 

Mr. Summers began his talk by saying that if you were born in Delaware, went to public school 
here, were married here, or own property you have a record in the state archives. 

Anyone interested in exploring the Archives further can attend the Archives’ public First Saturday 
programs. For more information, go to their website: https://archives.delaware.gov/ 

First Quarter NARFE-PAC Report                                                      Greg Neuner 

NARFE headquarters reports that as of March 31st, 6,438 members have 
contributed $264, 978 to NARFE-PAC. That is a great start toward the 2019-20 goal 
of $1.75 million. The average contribution was $41.16. The total collected was 
$38,150 more than in the first quarter of the last two-year cycle. 

Chapter 1690 had 11 members contribute $605. We are well on our way to 
meeting our goal of $4,000 for the current cycle. In comparison, the Chevy Chase 
chapter in Washington DC had 9 members contribute $480.  

A big thank you to all who have contributed. Remember that NARFE-PAC is 
our political offense in Washington, supporting Senators and Representatives who 
support us and our benefits. Both of our Delaware Senators and our House Representative have received 
contributions from NARFE-PAC. That means our contributions stay right here in Delaware. 

Protecting our earned benefits is a constant challenge in the current political environment. If you 
have not already done so, please consider making a NARFE-PAC donation. You can do so at any 
chapter meeting or by using the contribution form in the NARFE magazine.  

https://archives.delaware.gov/


Custer’s Last Stand: Arrogance or Over-Confidence?                 Larry Trombello 
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A periodic feature of our Chapter newsletters has been the recounting of tales of the old West by 

our own long-time national park official turned historian and raconteur, Larry Trombello. We are 

delighted to continue this series this month. Fasten your seat-belts for his latest episode! 

 On a sunny, hot, Sunday June 25th 

afternoon in Montana Territory 143 years 

ago, Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer 

led 660 troops into battle against an 

exceptionally large number of Native 

Americans.  The “Battle of the Little 

Bighorn” (as we have called it) was a 

devastating defeat for the United States 

Army on the eve of the nation’s 

Centennial.  For Native Americans, this 

“Battle of the Greasy Grass” (as they 

have called it) was a glorious victory, yet 

as we know now, it was the beginning of 

the demise of their current way of life.       

 In May 1876, Lt. Col. Custer and 

the 7th Calvary were tasked with finding 

and  engag ing in  ba t t le  the 

“hostiles” (Native Americans who were 

not living on an agency reservation).  

Custer’s commander, Gen. Alfred Terry, 

knew Custer was a daring soldier willing 

to fight. Custer was a 

flamboyant and arrogant 

personality.  But he also 

believed that even a 

small number of well-

trained, organized, 

disciplined soldiers 

could defeat any 

number of what he felt 

w e r e  w i l d  a n d 

undisciplined savage 

Indians. Herein lies the question – was it 

Custer’s arrogance or was it his over-confidence 

that caused his great defeat?   

 Before setting out on the expedition, 

Custer was offered two Gatling guns and four 

companies of cavalry from Col. John Gibbon’s 

command.  Custer said the Gatling guns would 

only slow him down. He also declined offers of 

reinforcements, replying that the 7th Cavalry 

could handle any Indians they came across.    

Gen. Terry’s battle plan called for Custer’s 

7th Cavalry to move west to rendezvous with Col. 

Gibbon’s troops moving on the “hostiles” from 

the north.  Many historians say it was an arrogant 

Custer who disobeyed that plan.  

Yet a close study of Gen. Terry’s written 

orders to Custer show that they were more like 

suggested movements rather than the common 

military order “You will”.  Gen. Terry wrote 

Custer that he should acknowledge his 

commander’s “views of what your actions 

should be,” but he added that “you should 

conform to them unless you see sufficient reason 

for departing from them.”   

(Continued on page 7) 

Last Stand Hill.  The markers inside the fenced 

area indicate where General Custer and the last of  

his troops fell.   



 President’s Column                               Carl Bouchard 
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The 41 of  us who attended the May meeting 
were treated to fascinating information about 
Delaware. As a student of  genealogy and history, I 
know that much information can be derived from 
historical documents, as Delaware archivist Tom 
Summers showed us.   

 
Summertime: We will now be taking our 

summer break until September while we get our 
minds and experience expanded through travel and 
visits near and abroad. I remember, as a youngster 
growing up on a farm in Maine, that summer was a time of  excitement 
when all our relatives who had moved away would come back for a visit 
and to get back to their roots.  

Those of  us on the farms saw this as an opportunity to try to entice 
our visitors to help with haying, picking strawberries, cutting trees for 
winter firewood, cultivating potatoes, and other things we looked at as 
work but that for our visitors was fun and a time of  remembrance of  
simpler times. For those of  us on the farm, that was our vacation as these 
out of  town relatives did our chores for a day or two. It was also a time of  
picnics and week-ends at the lake where water sports abounded. Many of  
those cousins are no longer around or are too frail to travel. So the 
memories are what we live for and an occasional phone call to or from a 
cousin.   
       So, enjoy your summer and cherish our time together, until we get 
together again in September. 
 

Advocacy: Congress is posturing themselves and the battles are 
beginning, but I suspect not much will be accomplished until fall when the 
positioning for the next election will begin. It will be an interesting 18 
months.   

We will try to keep you apprised of  realistic proposals that we may 
have to respond to on short notice either from the National level or the 
State level.   

2019 Officers 
 
President 

Carl Bouchard  424-4425 
 

1st Vice-President 

Larry Trombello 430-7689 
 

2nd Vice-President 

Carol Weber  829-8906 
 

Secretary 

Martha Justice  664-1231 
 

Treasurer 

Jo Ann Teiken  616-2017 
 

Federation President  

Larry Trombello 430-7689 
 

Federation Treasurer 

Jim Blakeslee 227-5306 
 

Members-at-Large 
 

2018-2019 
Bob Clark 829-8767 
Dick Oliver 539-3771 
2019-2020 
Past Brady-Rice 215-805-7782  
Kathleen Lagore  
 

Nominating Committee 
 

2018-2019 
Pat Brady-Rice 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 537-1117 
 

2019-2020 
Vinnie Rice 215-805-7783 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Alzheimer’s 

Claude Benner 684-1641 
 

Chaplain 

Theresa Pitman 539-5280 
 

Membership 

Ron & Carol Weber  829-8906 
 

NARFE-PAC 

Greg Neuner  539-1013 
 

Newsletter 

Editor: David Fiske 604-0504 
davidfiske17@gmail.com 

Email: Pat Brady-Rice  
215-805-7782 

narfenews@gmail.com 
 

Public Relations 

David Fiske 604-0504 
 

Service Officer 

Mike Buso  703-861-9180 
 

Social Committee 

Carol & Ron Weber 829-8906 
 

Sunshine 
Cece Niemi 

sumien@mchsi.com  
 

50/50 Raffle 
Vinny Rice 215-805-7783 
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Social Committee Report                                              Carol & Ron Weber 
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 
Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with: Carol Weber 

30923 Sea Breeze Lane, Ocean View DE, 19970: (302) 829-8906 or caw09@mchsi.com 
Please note I will respond to each email reservation. If you don’t receive an email response from me, please contact me again. 
 

Please make reservations for__________ Member(s)__________ Guest(s) for 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 at Noon at 1776 Restaurant in Midway Mall, Rt. 1 (near the theaters) 
Price: $17.00 per person (which includes gratuities) 
 

Reservations must be made by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday before the luncheon.  
Walk-ins are welcome and can order lunch from the regular 1776 Restaurant menu. 

 
Luncheon Selections: 
_____ (1) Open face turkey sandwich with mashed potatoes and vegetable  
_____ (2) Cup of  cheddar broccoli soup and ½ chicken salad sandwich  
_____ (3) Salmon Caesar Salad  

      Dessert: Chocolate Cake 
My check in the amount of  $________ made payable to “NARFE Chapter 12690” is enclosed. 

(Notice: persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals). 
 
Names (Please Print): Member(s) ____________________ Guest(s) ____________________ 

We had a great turn out for our luncheon on May 9th.  Forty-one 
members and guests attended and heard our guest speaker, Delaware 
archivist, Tom Summers, explain all of the documents retained in the 
archives in Delaware.             

Tom’s presentation was very entertaining and informative. If you are 
looking to locate any old documents about Delaware - or about yourself - 
you may want to visit the Delaware Archives website to research what is available.  

Our June, and final luncheon until the fall will be held on Thursday, June 13th.  As a prelude to a 
relaxing summer, we will be entertained by the “Singers of Note”, composed of AARP members.  One 
of our own, Dottie McGovern, is a member, and prior to her passing, Jane Emerick was a member.   

Please be sure to have your reservations in by 5:00 pm on Tuesday, June 11th.  Also please try to 
arrive by 11:45 am on Thursday so we can get the orders to the kitchen.   

Summer Break 

 As has been the practice of our Chapter in past summers, we will be taking a break during July 
and August from both chapter luncheon meetings and our newsletter.  
 Our next chapter luncheon meeting will be Thursday, September 12th. 
 The September newsletter will be your next newsletter, which you should be receiving around 
Labor Day, and which will have details about events planned for the fall. 

mailto:caw09@mchsi.com


Public Service Recognition Week 2019 
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June 2019 
 

LUNCHEON RESERVATION 

 Once again, the Partnership for Public Service sponsored Public Service Recognition Week, 
observed May 5 to 11 this year. It honors the invaluable role public servants play in our everyday lives.  
NARFE members across the country joined local officials and other organizations in recognizing 
civil servants through community events, local and state government proclamations, and other unique 
activities that expressed appreciation for the work civil servants do to protect and provide critical 
assistance to the American people.  
 

 NARFE National President Ken Thomas issued the following statement  
regarding the special week:   

 

 "This week, NARFE embarks on a special mission — recognizing the invaluable service of  federal employees 
during Public Service Recognition Week. While NARFE works every day to raise awareness about the value of  
public servants and the profession of  civil service, this annual commemoration allows us to amplify our voice as an 
organization and as passionate advocates across the country."  
  

The Administration issued an official proclamation which said:  
 

 “During Public Service Recognition Week, we express our gratitude to our Nation’s civil servants for their 
dedication to mission, service, and stewardship.  These members of  our Federal, State, and local government workforces 
deliver results for the American people, often without acclaim. Each day, millions of  government employees serve their 
fellow citizens, and we as a Nation recognize the valuable role they play in our communities.” 
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(Custer’s Last Stand article continued) 

This was all that a confident or 

arrogant Custer would need to go ahead on 

his own to attack the “hostiles,” (which Gen. 

Terry must have known Custer would do if he 

found them). 

Now we come to the day of battle.   

A contingent of 130 troops is far in the 

rear protecting the supply pack mules.  Custer 

divides his remaining troops into four 

separate groups.  Certainly it is not good 

military tactics to divide your forces in front 

of a larger enemy.  (Was this because of 

Custer’s over-confidence that any one cavalry 

group could handle whatever comes at it?)  

Capt. Frederick Benteen with 118 men is sent 

“left oblique” to scout the area for hostiles.  

Maj. Marcus Reno and 175 men are ordered 

to attack the south end of the Indian village.  

Custer takes 220 men under his direct 

command, but then splits these even further.  

Capt. Miles Keogh takes three companies to 

hold the high ground above the Little Bighorn 

River.  Custer takes Capt. George Yates’ two 

companies of 80 men to ride to the river and 

attack the north end of the village.  But, they 

encounter strong resistance and are forced 

back toward high ground.  Approximately 

1,500 - 2,000 angry Sioux and Cheyenne 

warriors come swarming out of the village to 

defend their women, children and way of life. 

 As we say, the rest is history.  Custer, 

Keogh, Yates and all their men were killed on 

and around Last Stand Hill.  The Native 

Americans lost approximately 100 warriors.  

Many in Maj. Reno’s command were killed or 

wounded.  Clearly, Gen. Custer’s 

“confidence” that his Cavalry troops could 

defeat any size obstacle was misguided. 

Maj. Reno and his surviving troops 

retreated to a high bluff above the river,  

The Spirit Warriors Silhouette Sculpture is located in 

the Indian Memorial on the grounds of  the Little Big-

horn Battlefield National Monument. 

known today as Reno Hill.  Capt. Benteen’s 

troops, returning from its scouting mission, 

reinforced Reno and probably kept those 

troops from being wiped out.   

Maj. Reno, Capt. Benteen, and their 

troops held their position against tremendous 

odds until the evening of Monday, June 26th,  

when the Native Americans broke camp and 

moved out of the Little Bighorn Valley.  Gen. 

Terry, Col. Gibbons and their troops arrived at 

the grisly battlefield on the morning of 

Tuesday, June 27th.    

They buried the dead and gave aid to 

survivors on what turned out to be the last 

great battle of the American West.  Instead of 

a great victory as a Centennial birthday 

present, the nation was devastated by the 

death of an American military icon and his 

troops.   

As a result the United States Army 

greatly stepped up its military actions against 

Native Americans eventually forcing them to 

cede their lands and move onto reservations. 

As the common phrase goes, they won the 

battle, but lost the war! 
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Newsletter Update 

 Those of  you who receive this newsletter by regular mail may have noticed a change this 
month: we are no longer using bulk-mail, but instead are sending it out using first-class postage. 
 We have worked this spring to clean-up our mailing list and to eliminate extraneous addresses. 
This has resulted in significant savings in printing costs which makes it cost-effective to utilize the 
first-class postage. It will also allow us to better maintain the mailing list by receiving back 
undeliverable newsletters. 
 As part of  this cost-cutting effort, we would like to encourage more and more of  you to 
switch from regular mail delivery to email delivery, which does not cost the chapter anything.  

While many organizations are eliminating mail delivery altogether for communications to their 
members, we recognize that there are many in the NARFE retirement community who don’t use 
email, or do not have an e-mail address. Please let us know if  this is the case and we will not abandon 
you, but we will keep mailing the chapter newsletter to you via first class mail.   

However, we hope many regular mail recipients will join us in switching to the more cost-
effective email delivery system. If  you would be willing to do that, please email your instructions - 
and your email address - to our newsletter editor at davidfiske17@gmail.com 

Please note that anyone who drops either National or Chapter membership will be taken off  
the chapter newsletter mailing list after a reasonable period of  time. 
 Thank you for your continued interest in Chapter 1690, and Happy Newsletter Reading! 

mailto:davidfiske17@gmail.com

