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President’s Column                  Bill Jenkins 

Greetings, Chapter 1690! I hope everyone is well and had a great 
holiday season! 

Unfortunately, I hate to announce that we have decided to 
cancel the luncheon meeting scheduled for Thursday, 
February 10.  

Last week I sent out an email to the Board of Directors and 
Executive Board Members to solicit their opinions regarding the 
February luncheon meeting. Personally, I told them that it pained 
me to say I was not in favor of holding the meeting in view of the 
rapid spreading of the Omicron variant. Also, the Governor’s edict 
requiring all indoor patrons to wear masks was not lost on me. [I 
should point out that masks are not required if you’re actively 
eating or drinking.] I told the group that I wanted to see if there was 
a consensus on this issue. The response back was overwhelming 
to cancel the February meeting. No one responded who was in 
favor of having the meeting. Accordingly, we have notified 1776 
Restaurant of our decision and I have notified out guest speaker, 
Todd Lawson, Sussex County Administrator. I hope we can have 
Mr. Lawson at a later date. We will decide at a later date about our 
next meeting, scheduled for March 10. In the meantime, we will 
continue with the Chapter Newsletter and Zoom meetings for the 
Executive Board. I wish all of you good health as well as your 
families and friends! 

Last month, if you recall, I attempted to survey all of the Chapter 
members in an effort to find out three things: What you wanted 
from the Chapter/what you thought about the monthly meetings/
and what was important to you coming from NARFE HQ. I said I 
would report the results, in the way of trends, at our January 13 
meeting. As you well know, we cancelled our that meeting due to 
the Omicron variant. So now I am embarrassed to report that I only 
had two responses. I’m not sure what to make of that. I do know 
that I am sick of being surveyed about almost everything. So I 
hope that the lack of responses was primarily due to that. Perhaps 
if I had designed a multiple choice survey, I would have gotten 
better results. — Continued next page. 
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Treasurer’s Report              JoAnn Teiken 

The November ending balance was $8,308.73, minus December expenses of $765.00, plus 
December income of $859.36, leaving an ending balance of $8,412.09. The treasurer’s report will 
stand pending future audit. 

Membership Report                  Ron Weber 

The current membership is 240 which is down one member because of  non-renewal. There are 
180 national-only members in our area. 

Continued from previous page — Regardless, I do hope and believe that the Chapter members 
want to continue being a Chapter. We are the largest of the five Delaware chapters with 240 
members as well as 180 national members in our geographic area. At a future Chapter meeting, I 
do plan to lead a discussion about those three topics. In the meantime, please feel free to email me 
with your thoughts anytime.  

The last thing I wanted to discuss this month is the NARFE Region II Training Academy, scheduled 
for March 13-15, 2022, in York, PA, at the Wyndam Garden Hotel. For your information, Region II 
consists of Delaware, DC, MD, NJ, and PA. Our Region II VP, Dr. Gary Roundtree, Sr., will chair this 
event. At a Delaware Federation Zoom meeting last week it was decided that the Federation would 
pay up to $200/attendee which will cover the $110 registration fee, which includes all meals, and 
one night’s lodging at $90/night. As it is a two-night conference, each Chapter will decide whether or 
not to pay for the other night. I will recommend to our Board of Directors that we pay for the second 
night for a few attendees. If you think you might have an interest in attending, please email me and I 
will send you the Agenda and Registration form. Those two documents should answer any 
questions you might have.  

That’s enough for this month, folks. I hope all of you stay healthy and active! Thank you for your 
time! 
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Advocacy                                                                     Kenneth Sosne 

1) The OPM backlog of claims continues in all areas. The current backlog for new claims of all 
types is more than 90 days and the claims backlog rose 1% in November 2021. 

2) The Senate returns to Washington January 3, 2022, and Congress returns to Washington 
January 10, 2022. As substantive legislation is introduced NARFE National and the Chapter 
will continue to provide the most current information. 

3)  Annuity payments should now reflect some of the cost-of-living changes, medical premium 
changes and other costs.  You might see your January 1 and February 1 annuity payment 
fluctuate before stabilizing March 1.  If you need further information, the OPM Online 
Retirement Portal has your most current information. 

4) Now that January 1 has come and gone one can do their 2022 online health check to earn 
flexible spending dollars to be used for non-reimbursed co-pays and deductibles. Not all 
plans have this benefit, but it is worth checking. 

5) The Social Security COLA should now be reflected as well as the increase in the base 
Medicare premium. 

6) Even though 2022 is a new year, Medicare and Social Security scams are not stopping. No 
federal agency will ask for your personal information or charge you for basic services such 
as change of address or issuance of new benefits card.  If new to Medicare, remember that 
your SSN and Medicare numbers are unique. Do not allow anyone to use these for other 
than their intended purpose. Hang up or delete, never click if you get a call, text or email. 
Report scams to HHS at 1-800-447-8477. 

7) The Delaware General Assembly comes back in session January 11, 2022. They will be 
meeting Tuesday through Thursday each week in January. 

8) Tax forms for 2021 from OPM and TSP will be mailed out later in January 2022 or you can 
print them from the portal when they become available.  If you are set up for email 
notification, you will be notified when the forms are available. 

9) AARP provides tax preparation volunteer assistance if need be. There are other non-profit 
volunteer groups as well if you need assistance in filing your taxes. Most forms are online. 

10)As always if you need assistance, please contact the appropriate Chapter 1690 Officer or 
Committee Chair listed in the newsletter. 
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NARFE Chapter 1690 

Coastal Sussex 

2022 Officers 

President: Bill Jenkins 2022 bill.jenkins1@verizon.net 302-945-6969  
  Cell  410-980-8836  

VP: Larry Trombello 2022 trombello@comcast.net 302-430-7669 

Secretary: Martha Justice 2022 jjandmj.46@gmail.com 302-664-1231 

Treasurer: JoAnn Teiken 2022 JOTEIKEN@msn.com 240-481-4623 

Members at large: 

Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 
Carol Weber 2022 linda-berwick@comcast.net 302-436-4261 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
  

Nominating Committee: 

Vinny Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7783 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 

Committee Chairs 

Alzheimer’s: John Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com (302) 539-5280 
      Cell     (302) 344-6050 
Chaplain: Theresa Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com 302-539-5280 
Membership: Ron Weber   rjw98@mchsi.com   302-829-8906 
Service Officer: Mike Buso   buso.mike@gmail.com  703-861-9180 
Advocacy: Ken Sosne   ksosne@yahoo.com   302-644-1875 
Sunshine: Cece Niemi   suomien@mchsi.com  703-795-6588 
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Public Relations: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Social: JoAnn Teiken   joteiken@msn.com   240-481-4623 (cell) 
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner  grneuner@yahoo.com  302-539-1013 
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