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April 14 Chapter Luncheon 
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President’s Column                  Bill Jenkins 

Greetings, Chapter 1690! I hope everyone is healthy and happy! 

I’m happy to announce that your Executive Board voted to resume 
in person Chapter luncheon meetings starting with the April 14 
luncheon! We felt that the state of the virus was such that it was 
time to get together again as we learn to live with it and deal with it.  
As you know, the indoor mask mandate was lifted by Governor 
Carney back in February. That was a positive signal to Delaware 
residents to begin returning to a somewhat normal life.  

I urge as many of you as possible to come to the luncheon on April 
14 at 1776 Restaurant. Daylight savings has started and Spring will 
be here any day now. The weather is becoming really pleasant! As 
I’m typing this, it’s St. Patrick’s Day and I hope everyone enjoyed 
themselves! My wife’s maiden name is Brennan, so St. Patrick’s 
Day is a big deal in our house.  

I’m pleased to announce that our speaker for the April 14 luncheon 
will be a Vice President from Beebe Healthcare, Christina 
Deidesheimer. She is Beebe’s Chief Communications Officer 
[CMO] and in charge of Communications and Outreach. I will be 
asking her to speak about the current state of Beebe Healthcare 
and what they have in store for the future. Of course, there will be 
time for questions and answers from you when she’s finished her 
remarks. You must register in advance for the luncheon and there 
is information elsewhere in the newsletter about how to do that.  

I’d like to announce that Debby Pecoraro has agreed to be our 
Chapter’s new Alzheimer’s Committee Chair! Debby has not been a 
member of our Chapter for very long and we thank her for stepping 
up to head this important charity, the official NARFE charity 
nationwide. I would also like to thank John Pitman for his service as 
the Alzheimer’s Committee Chair who is resigning because of poor 
health. We wish him well. — Continued p. 2. 
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

President’s Column — Continued from page 1 

There will be a nationwide NARFE election this year for the positions of President and Secretary/
Treasurer. Our Region II VP, Gary Roundtree, has announced his intention to run for President. 
There will be a lot more information about this in upcoming NARFE magazine issues. 

I hope to see a lot of you on April 14 as we will meet in person for the first time in 2022!  

Please feel free to email me with any thoughts or comments. Thank you for your time! 

April Luncheon Meeting Speaker 

Christina Deidesheimer, MS-IMC, is Beebe’s Vice President of Communications & Outreach. For 
Beebe Healthcare, Christina played a key role during the COVID-19 pandemic, serving as the 
communications lead. She provides leadership for all communications functions including message 
strategy, marketing and advertising, crisis management, public and media relations, internal 
communications, and digital media strategy. 

Ms. Deidesheimer held leadership positions with organizations including Baxter, LifePoint Health, 
and Carolinas Healthcare System. She has presented on topics ranging from branding to strategic 
marketing. She holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theater from Ohio University and a Master of 
Science in Integrated Marketing Communications from West Virginia University.” 

Volunteer Opportunity: Children and Reading—What's not to love! 

I have been a volunteer with a statewide non-profit called Read Aloud Delaware since 2008.   We 
read to children in day care, pre-k, and kindergarten.   I joined the Board of Directors in 2016 and 
was just elected Board President in October, 2021.   We are the only organization in Delaware that 
read one on one to young children.   Our goal is to erase illiteracy in Delaware by encouraging 
children to love to read. We have volunteers throughout the state and the only things they have in 
common is a love of reading and children.   We also offer another program that has parents read to 
their children from infancy to 3 years olds that rewards parents for reading consistently to their 
children. Both of these programs expose young children to a rich vocabulary that will help them in 
school and beyond. 
       

         

Jeanne Brennan 
President, Board of Directors  
Read Aloud Delaware 
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NARFE-PAC Report                                                         Greg Neuner 

March is NARFE-PAC month. The national solicitation for donations to PAC has been mailed out by 
NARFE HQ. Everyone who is interested in contributing may do so either online at NARFE-PAC 
website or through the mail using the contribution form in the NARFE magazine. To ensure the 
chapter receives credit, annotate the donation to indicate that it comes from a member of Chapter 
1690.  

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Treasurer’s Report               JoAnn Teiken 

The income for February was $15.00 (National Remittance). There were no expenses. The ending 
balance for February was $8,478.61. The treasurer’s report will stand pending future audit. Jim 
Blakeslee successfully completed the 2021 financial audit. No discrepancies were found.  

Membership Report                  Ron Weber 

Membership stands at 236 with 180 national members in the chapter area. Ten members renewed 
during the last 35 days and one member passed away since February. 

Erik Anderson 

Erik Anderson of Millsboro, DE, a Chapter1690 member and past president (2006) died Monday 
evening, March 14th.  Erik also served a term as Delaware Federation president from 2010 to 
2012. Per Erik's request there will be no funeral.  A Celebration of Erik's Life will be held on 
Saturday, May 14th from 1:00-4:00p at the Long Neck Shore Clubhouse.
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LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM 

Make your Reservation and Luncheon Selection with:  JoAnn Teiken 
 (240) 481-4623 or joteiken@msn.com  

Please note I will respond to each email reservation.  If you don’t receive an email response from 
me, please contact me again. 

When contacting JoAnn, please give names (members and guests) and luncheon choices for 
Thursday, April 14, 2022, at Noon at 1776 Steakhouse in Midway Center, Rt. 1 (beside the movie 
theaters) 

Price $19.00 per person (which includes gratuities) 

Reservations MUST be made by 5:00 pm on Thursday, April 7, 2022.  

1776 Restaurant requires us to have enough reservations in order to make it cost effective for the 
restaurant. 

The meeting will be cancelled if we do not have enough reservations. If necessary, you will be 
notified of the cancellation on Friday, April 8th. 

Luncheon Selections: 

_____(1) Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable 

_____(2) Cup of lobster bisque, one-half chicken salad sandwich, chips and pickles 

_____(3) Grilled Salmon Caesar salad 

Dessert: Chocolate cake 

Payment is due upon arrival. Cash or checks made out to NARFE Chapter 1690.  

Notice: Persons making reservations but not attending must pay for meals. 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

mailto:joteiken@msn.com
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NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”

Advocacy                                                                     Kenneth Sosne 

1) The OPM Retirement Operations backlog of claims continues with the highest backlog ever 
at 94 days.  

2) OPM Retirement Services will be adding a layer of sign-on security to the web-site.  They will 
use the unified government sign-on system https://www.login.gov/.  Be on the lookout for 
guidance on how to get your new sign-in information.  

3) As of the end of February, the Joint Finance Committee in Delaware began the budget 
writing process for 2023 State Budget. The budget process continues through June 30. The 
committee is asking for your opinions on priorities. Please share your thoughts  at: 
JFC_Public_Comment@delaware.gov.  

4) The state has released additional funding for non-profits from the economic recovery funds. 
If you are an eligible non-profit, please search the State of Delaware website for potential 
funding opportunities. 

5) Fraud against retirees and seniors continues. Please be careful when responding to 
solicitations. Additionally, with overseas events we all need to be cognizant of network and 
cyber security. 

6) The workforce bills on Capitol Hill are still working their way through committee.  There has 
been no additional news on WEP or the other offset bills. 

7) The Postal Service Reform Act of 2022, a bill set to provide financial relief to the Postal 
Service, passed Tuesday, March 8. The bill will help protect the earned health benefits of 
postal and federal workers and retirees. The bill passed with bipartisan support, 79-19. It 
now heads to the President for signing. 

8) Locally there is much activity regarding zoning and building issues in Sussex County. If 
interested, you can access the Sussex County website: https://sussexcountyde.gov/ 

9) Delaware 211 is up and running. If you or someone you know needs social service support 
or help in paying a utility bill or other assistance, 211 can refer people to available services. 

10)David Baker, a long-time State of Delaware Commissioner whom administered USDA Rural 
Development and loan funds, has retired from the state. He was appointed by the President 
as the USDA Rural Commissioner for Maryland and Delaware.  This is good for Delaware 
non-profit organizations doing development projects. 

https://www.login.gov/
mailto:JFC_Public_Comment@delaware.gov
https://sussexcountyde.gov/
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NARFE Chapter 1690 

Coastal Sussex 

2022 Officers 

President: Bill Jenkins 2022 bill.jenkins1@verizon.net 302-945-6969  
  Cell  410-980-8836  

VP: Larry Trombello 2022 trombello@comcast.net 302-430-7669 

Secretary: Martha Justice 2022 jjandmj.46@gmail.com 302-664-1231 

Treasurer: JoAnn Teiken 2022 JOTEIKEN@msn.com 240-481-4623 

Members at large: 

Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 
Carol Weber 2022 caw09@mchsi.com 610-858-2447  
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 

Nominating Committee: 

Vinny Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7783 
Pat Rice 2022 patnvin@gmail.com 215-805-7782 
Maria Ryan 2022 MLRYAN1@msn.com 302-537-1117 

Committee Chairs 

Alzheimer’s: Debby Pecoraro  denuve@aol..com    302-500-1766    
Chaplain: Theresa Pitman   beachmouse7@mchsi.com 302-539-5280 
Membership: Ron Weber   rjw98@mchsi.com   302-829-8906 
Service Officer: Mike Buso   buso.mike@gmail.com  703-861-9180 
Advocacy: Ken Sosne   ksosne@yahoo.com   302-644-1875 
Sunshine: Cece Niemi   suomien@mchsi.com  703-795-6588 
Newsletter: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Public Relations: Shirley Edwards  shirleyj206@gmail.com  208-340-7033 (cell) 
Social: JoAnn Teiken   joteiken@msn.com   240-481-4623 (cell) 
NARFE-PAC: Greg Neuner  grneuner@yahoo.com  302-539-1013 

NARFE “Fighting for your benefits since 1921”
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